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Christmas Party – December12th, 2013,Clear Lake Park Building– 7:00 PM
unexpectedly several months later. It was
way too soon for us to lose Mike and Randy.
So as I mentioned earlier, let’s slow down to
smell the roses.

IN THE PITS
by Mike Laible

I begin this article the weekend after
Thanksgiving. Why I mention this is because
I thought about how much have to be thankful
for. I am thankful I am part of this club, the
relationships this hobby has brought me
(even my father), my understanding wife, and
for being in Texas (had to throw that one in).
I do understand some may have a harder
time during this season, however, let’s
remember to slow down and smell the roses
to give thanks for what we have.
As we close out the year I reflect back on this
year for JSC RC Club. It’s been a bitter
sweet year. We have had several great
accomplishments and a loss of several
members. In fact just this week Randy Stone
passed away. Let’s keep the Stone family in
our prayers.
We had two fun flies, both well attended and
fun was had by all. We also decided to hold
the swap meet on a Saturday and we opened
it up to the public. Mike McGraw headed the
swap meet and did a fantastic job. It was a
success with a positive net to the club.
Unfortunately, Mike McGraw passed away

If you have followed this newsletter or
attended meetings, you would know that my
father has built numerous airplanes for me.
It’s sorta turned into a tradition; I send him a
new kit for Christmas while picking up the
completed model from last year. Well, I
wanted to show you MY BUILT wing. Just to
prove that yes, I can also build.

TOP FLIGHT P-47 WING

This newsletter is filled with a couple of heart
felt articles, an update on SAM’s chapter 82,
JSC Fun Fly, and an invite to the Christmas
Party. I hope you enjoy the this issue and
have a chance to relax with family
That’s all I have this month. Hope you enjoy
the newsletter and see you at the Christmas
Party.
As always, Godspeed and safe landings.
Mike L.
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was a short discussion about the possibility of
serving sub sandwiches and other options if
the weather didn’t cooperate.

NOVEMBER MEETING
by Mike Laible and Jerry LItgen

Minutes
The meeting was opened by President Mike
Laible at 7:00 with an invitation to new
members and visitors to introduce
themselves. Four introduced themselves. It
was explained that they needed to be AMA
members and Mike explained to them what
our meetings are like. He explained about
Model of the Month.
Mike then went over items covered at the
Board meeting on Nov 7th.
 Fun Fly to be on Nov 16th, with one in
the Spring, date TBD. It was proposed
to have the Fall Fun Fly next year on
Oct 11.
 We have a Memorandum of
Understanding, signed by JSC! It
gives us a formal agreement on some
of the things we have been asking
them for on a more informal basis,
including permission to fly any day of
the week after 4PM.
 The ‘Iron Mike Swap Meet’ will be on
Mar. 29, 2014, and Jerry will be the
point of contact. We were able to
reserve the large pavilion this year,
and we will again charge admission
and have food for sale.
 The Christmas Party and dinner will be
on Dec. 12. We will send out e-vites.
 Charlie agreed to bring the drinks.
 There will again be Model of the Year
awards.
James agreed to organize the competition for
the Fun Fly on Saturday with the first event to
begin at 9AM. Kent volunteered in absentia
to be in charge of cooking hot dogs. There

Herman discussed the procedures we may
try to use for membership renewal. The
application will be available in an e-mail, to
print and mail in, the information, complete,
on any Guests we may be requesting ID’s for.
Be reminded that you must send in a check,
not cash, and your guests, in order to legally
gain access to JSC, must be US Citizens.
Mike discussed the need for more designated
flight instructors, and that even though a new
member may be a qualified pilot at another
club, they need to fly with a JSCRCC
instructor in order to be familiar with the
particular rules of the club and the new JSC
Memorandum of Understanding. Tom was
asked and agreed to be an instructor.
Dave B. is still the Safety Chairman and
Safety will be our #1 priority when flying.
Pilot Boxes will be designed, built and used
as soon as possible.
Brian presented information on the FAA
roadmap for future use of remote control
aircraft, to include planes, helicopters, and
quad-copters. It will possibly start with under55lb in Jan 2014, which would include all of
us. Another possibility is that if an event is
sanctioned by AMA, it may require a waiver.
These possibilities make it more important to
renew and contribute to our voice in
government, the AMA, and to be in contact
with our Representatives in Congress.
There was no Model of the Month. Don
brought a model for Show and Tell. He then
discussed the Society of Antique Models (or
Modelers). The membership fees are $30
and they meet for coffee for their meetings.
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Mike mentioned that we had 2 ties for MOM
this year and they were both eligible for
Model of the Year so it is going to be an
important vote at the Christmas party.
Meeting

So see you next month

FALL FUN FLY
by Mike Laible

The fall fun fly is history and all that is left are
smiling faces and a few balsa sticks. The day
started off on the foggy side. The forecast
was rain, high winds, and sorta a yucky day.
Well, we didn’t expect fog. However the fog
cleared up and the flying began.

Don White gave a presentation on SAMS and
reviewed his latest SAMS design and talked
about building this oldie but goldies from
plans.

The flying was great and the events were
interesting. James came up with a new event
called Bob and Weave. You had to taxi
around several cones on the ground, take off,
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land, and finish by going back through the
cones. Everyone had fun with this event.
Only two planes were lost and one of them
was mine. It seems like I tried a loop and ran
out of altitude. Yep, splat.
I had over 180 flights on that plane.

Happy faces of the participants
Fun Fly Results
Bob & Weave
1) James Lemon
2) Mike Laible
3) Doug Balko
Reno Shuffle
1) Herman Burton
2) Doug Balko
3) James Lemon

Don White and Kent Stromberg cooked up
some nice hot dogs.

Bomb Drop
1) Russell Shanks
2) Cecil Sorrels
3) James Lemon

SAM’S CORNER
By Don White, White1962@sbcglobal.net

The SAM membership drive is in full swing
with the annual dues of $30 being collected
during Jan. Joining SAM is easy just click on
the web site (http://www.antiquemodeler.org/)
and download the membership application
and mail it in with your check. Be sure to
follow up with me with your membership
number when you receive it. Without your
participation we will not have a chapter 82
after the chapter coordinator report due in
Jan.
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On Sunday afternoon, December 7, 1941, I
was in my bedroom in Ft. Worth building a
balsa stick and tissue paper model when I
heard on the radio that Pearl Harbor had
been bombed. I was almost 12 years old. I
had already built and flown some rubber
powered planes.

Members receive SAM Speaks, our 'voice'.
This newsletter is published bi-monthly. It
features coming attractions, results of
contests, construction and flying tips, sources
for vintage model supplies, and general
information of interest to the old time
modeler. SAM also sponsors an Internet
news group; SAM Talks , where many of the
members share information about old timer
airplanes, motors and flying techniques.
Our chapter,82, focuses on the building of the
designs from the golden age of models, when
was that? We like the old timer a/c from the
1930-40s. But no limits. A recent issue of
Model Aviation was dedicated to the building
of models and the pleasure you will get from
the experience..
Here is a great example, my grandson’s
Skyboy kit flying off water with his custom
floats. What a thrill he got from the
experience, Grandpa too. Merry Christmas.

I HAVE RETURNED HOME
SEVERAL TIMES
By Troy Whitehurst

Dear R/C friends,
I have wanted to tell you some of some
chapters in my life and thank you for being
such good friends for the past several years.
Dave Bacque’s message in the last
newsletter opened the door for me.

My first airplane trip just before Christmas 1933 from Ft.
Worth to Beaumont. The plane was a Travel Air owned by
my cousins. I'm the little guy in my dad's arms near the
center of the picture.

When we moved to Houston in late 1942 my
parents fixed me up with a workshop
attached to the garage in back of our home. It
wasn’t long before I was building and flying
control line models on Sunday afternoons in
Hermann Park. There was a designated area
with a circle just for us. I continued to design,
build and fly gasoline powered control line
models through high school. My Freshman
year at A&M (1949-50) was spent at the old
Bryan AFB where the “Fish” lived off the main
campus. My barracks mates didn’t mind me
playing with sticks, glue and dope and I built
a Dick Korda Powerhouse 33 with a little ½
Aglow fuel engine. I used a medicine dropper
for a timer and flew that beautiful bird off the
runways at the base. I wasn’t happy with the
glide after a dozen or so flights so I stuck a
twig under the leading edge of the wing to
increase the incidence. On the next flight it
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caught a thermal and my friends and I lay on
our backs on the runway to watch it
disappear after about 20 or 30 minutes. I lost
my first free flight model!
The next chapter was in Wichita, Kansas
where I worked for Cessna on the T-37
design until I was called to active duty in the
Air Force. In Wichita I built and flew a ½ A
powered L-19 Birddog. Of course it had to be
a Cessna airplane. That was the end of my
model building for the next 44 years during
which I worked on bigger and faster things
like the B-58, Samos Satellite, Apollo, and
Space Station.

In 1998, after I had been retired for a couple
of years, a 12 year old boy who lived across
the street was taxiing a model in the street
and I went out to meet him. His mother and
Mike’s wife were friends and he introduced
me to the MSC R/C Club. That youngster
came to the door the next day and handed
me the trainer he had been taxiing. He told
me he had taken the motor and radio out and
I would have to get my own. I put many good
flights on that 40 size bird. I learned I was the
4th owner of the plane. From then until
Hurricane Ike, I had lots of fun building and
flying lots of different birds and had wonderful
times with you folks. I lost a lot of my shop in
the Ike surge but afterward I did build and fly

some electric powered planes including the 8
foot Butterfly which gave me some more
thermal experiences.
A year ago my wife and I contracted for a
new home in an over 55 community. For 40
years I had lived in a stilt house with 14 steps
up to the front porch. It was time to move to a
single story house on ground level. I knew the
new home would not have a shop but there is
some garage space for my stuff. At 82 I had
lost interest in growing tomatoes and other
vegetables and in house maintenance. I
spent less and less time in the shop and got
heavily involved in watching the building of
our new home. This was the beginning of a
new chapter in my life.
At the August club meeting I announced that I
was getting out of the model business and
giving my stuff away. Larry Bailey told me
about a man named Dodie Miller, owner of
Millers Machine And Welding in Seabrook.
Dodie and his son came with two pickups and
a grandson and took away everything I could
give them. That included a couple of
airplanes and radios, some power tools, and
some other unused stuff. It was a sweet
experience to let go of things that others
would make good use of. Dodie will be
happy to talk to any of you who may want to
negotiate for the scroll saw, band saw, drill
press, and model things I gave him. Here’s
his contact information:
Miller’s Machine & Welding,1209 Highway
146, Seabrook, TX 77586, Office (281) 4742697.
I thank all of you for being such special
friends for these last 15 years. Who knows
what this newest chapter in my life will bring.
In the meantime, make sure your landings
are all on the runway, wheels down, and right
side up.
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Peace and joy,
Troy Whitehurst

RETURNED HOME
by Michael Laible

Reading the Dave Bacque article from last
month and Troy’s article above, I wanted to
reflect on returning home.
This Thanksgiving I went back home to visit
my parents. In addition to the visit I picked up
a completed Balsa USA SPAD xiii that my
father built. When I visited and assembled
the plane I snooped around in the garage that
I remember when I was a kid. I found the bb
holes in the garage door, the childhood
football, my Tonka truck, and finally my child
wood working set. These memories are
special and takes me to a simpler time.
Below find a pic of my Dad with the
completed SPAD. Also shown in the picture
is his building buddy – Howie.

In fact, Troy delivered his article a couple of
weeks ago and it just touched my heart. It
seems the boy he is talking about was a
youth friend of mine for some time, Kellan
Geortemiller. I remember him calling me up
saying lets got fly. I informed him it was 29
degrees and 10 mph winds. He challenged
me. That was the coldest I have been since.
The other is a longtime friend who was
working on a benefit with Dodie Miller. He
said, heh, you need to see what Dodie picked
up. A bunch of RC planes. I now know they
were Troy’s

The next pic is a close up of the completed
model.
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JSCRC Club Cordially invites all Club members and their families
to the Annual Christmas Party
December 12, 2013 at 7:00 pm (2nd Thursday) at our normal meeting site
in the activities building at Clear Lake Park.
The main course will be provided (Tony’s BBQ) and we
ask that each attending family bring either
a finger food appetizer or a desert for approximately 6 people.
To make sure we provide enough BBQ, an RSVP to
Kent Stromberg at 281-480-0095
or email wkstromberg@comcast.net with the number
of attendees in your family would be appreciated.
Please come and help share in the Holiday spirit
and celebrate another year of flying fun.
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JOHNSON SPACE CENTER RADIO CONTROL CLUB
RENEWAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR 2014
Welcome to another year of flying fun at the JSC RC Club. We hope you make the decision to renew your
membership. This year please take note of some changes for the renewal process for 2014. The email you
just received includes these instructions and a JSCRCC application. The club is going to use member’s
email addresses to expedite the process of registering members and guests. You will need to print and
complete the attached application form (or download it from the website). If you have any questions, please
contact the Membership Chairman.
We have a great working relationship with NASA, and they allow us access to the flying site with a
JSCRCC-controlled security list, a club issued FIELD PASS, and a photo I.D. NASA requires club
members who want to fly at the site to be members of AMA. Accordingly, you need to renew your AMA
membership separately from this renewal for the club.
If you have not yet renewed your AMA membership, please do so now. Remember, if you do not join AMA
you will not be sent a FIELD PASS nor will your name be on the security list. However, you would be more
than welcome as a non-flying guest.
The 2014 FIELD PASSES will be mailed out after receipt of the 2014 Registration Form. If your renewal is
received by January 10th, 2014, passes will be mailed out by January 17th. If your application is received
after January 10, 2014, your field pass will be mailed back to you on a time available basis, but usually
within two weeks.
Here is the protocol:
1. Fill out the 2014 club registration form completely, including any guests you wish to have passes
issued for. We now have a box on the form that must be checked regarding citizenship, so please
check the appropriate box to indicate your citizenship.
2. Complete your 2014 AMA Membership.
3. Send a check made payable to “JSCRCC” for $35 and include the check, or money order, or other
negotiable instrument, along with the other forms. DO NOT SEND CASH.
4. Mail all of the above documents to the address shown on the registration form.
Remember, your email address is never used for anything except to communicate with you, our members.
Plus, a properly filled out form allows us to mail you a FIELD PASS, we can include your name on the
NASA security list, plus you will receive the monthly newsletter and other club information in a timely
fashion.
In families where there is an adult member of the club, there are no additional dues for spouses, sons or
daughters who are occupants of the same household. All guests of the member need to be listed so they can
be included on the security list the club maintains for NASA. These guests will be tagged to the member’s
AMA number. Guests will be issued a NON-FLYING GUEST PASS.
Thank you for your interest in the Johnson Space Center Radio Control Club and the Board welcomes you to
another year of flying.
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Upcoming Events

The R/C Flyer

Club Officers

Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to
the Editor, MikeLaible at
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net

President:
Mike Laible

281-474-1255(H)
281-226-4192 (W)
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net

Vice-President:
Phil Elting

281-333-1125 (H)

Treasurer:
Dave Hoffman

Secretary:
Kent Stromberg

281-479-1945(W)
832-689-620(Cell)

281-480-0095(H)
281-724-3762(W)

To get the newsletter via e-mail go to
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have
subscribed, you will automatically receive a
confirmation email that you must reply to get
the newsletter each month. After you confirm
you are on the newsletter email list. If you
have any questions concerning the web site,
e-mail Randy Collier at
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net

Club Homepage
Membership Committee
Herman Burton

281-474-7133(H)

Safety Officer:
Dave Bacque

281-486-1695(H)

Fixed:
Mike Laible:
James Lemon:
Clay Bare:
Herman Burton:
Dave Bacque:
Tom Altmeyer

ITEMS OF INTEREST
Supported Special Interest Groups:
SAM Chapter 82, Membership, Don White,
white1962@sbcglobal.net, 281 883-9159.

Instructors
Chief Instructor:
Dave Hoffman:

http://www.jscrcc.com

281-479-1945 (W)
832-689-6201 (Cell)
281-474-1255(H)
281-226-4192 (W)
832-385-4779
281-488-2992
281-474-7133
832-216-2566
713-591-2859

FOR SALE
Modified HP Server Power Supply delivering
12 volts DC at 45 amps.Ready to use, perfect
for our field.... $45.00. ok $40 but no lower!
Call: Don White at 281 883-9159 (cell).

Heli& Fixed:
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H)
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