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Next Meeting (Holiday Party)
December 11, 2008,
Clear Lake Park Building – 7:00 PM

Renewals are due by January. So for your convienence please download the application and submit it Dave Hoffman or Mike Laible.
http://www.jscrcc.com/club_docs/jscrcc_form.pdf

Don’t forget the JSCRCC Annual Christmas Party
December 11, 7:00 PM
For more details please view the final page

and/or better advertisement. Some food for
thought.

By Michael Laible, President

Now onto December. The December meeting is the annual Christmas Party. The club
provides the main meat and shrimp dish
and the members provide the side dishes
and desert. This is a family event and all
our welcomed. We also will have some door prizes and the Model of the Year Contest. So bring
some good cheer and come to the JSCRCC December Christmas Party.

Here it is December already. The club swap
meet has come and gone. Not much excitement
at the old swap meet. It seems like we had a
few things for sale but very frugal buyers. Oh
well, I think next year we need to consider some
changes – maybe time change, day change,

As you know already, the field day was
cancelled due to availability of parts. Good
thing, it was about 40 degrees and the wind was
howling. The parts have been ordered and delivery date is scheduled for 12-5-2008. December
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13th seems to be the last chance to have a field
day before the Holidays. Under separate email I
will send more info.

I can’t believe it, the Hellcat finally flew. The pic
above is the Hellcat on final. The day was windier
than I would have liked, but the pressure was
on with my father being in town. The good news
is that it flew great with no tail flutter. Prior to
this flight I was using a 72 MHz radio. During
taxi test I was getting engine radio interference.
I just ordered the new Airtronics 2.4 GHz system
and replaced the Tx/Rx to 2.4 GHz. As most of
you already can figure out, the interference disappeared with the 2.4 GHz system. I can’t wait
to fly the Hellcat again in calmer conditions.

the Bridi Dirty Birdy from Blue Jay models. The
airplane is an old time pattern plane. I saw Dave
Bacque fly his and it looked like a blast. I am always looking for a good plane to hone my skills.

The final pic is the vertical stab in place. It is up
to the builder to cut the slot for the horizontal
stabilizer. Note my ink lines.

This is a builder’s kit. A lot of take this piece of
balsa and make it look like this!!
The first pic is the
construction of the
horizontal stabilizer.
It is a full airfoil stabilizer and built rather easily.
The pic below shows
the completed stabilizer.
Well, I rambled long enough. So see ya at the
Christmas party.
Until next month - - See ya at the field.
Mike

Several months ago I wrote an article on
flying control line with my nephews (wife’s
side of the family). Well this Thanksgiving
my side of the family was down and I got the
old control line out. As usual, everyone had a
blast. The pic below shows Dylan taking a
close look at the elevator and Zach getting last
minute instructions.
Now on to new projects. Last month I started

This pic is the front
of the fuselage and
a classic example
of “Take this piece
and shape it like the
plans”. As you can
note a lot of shaping here. However,
a fellow builder is
letting me use is
Great Planes electric
plane. This makes
quick work out of
shaping.

MORE POINTS

plane. Mike, Dino and I went out, picked up the pieces, I loaded them into
my vehicle and headed home.

Some of you may remember an article I wrote some months back about my

Darn! What could have gone wrong? A thorough post-mortem of the airplane revealed nothing out of the ordinary that I could find. But, just to be
on the safe side, I discarded the on-off switch. Then, I ordered a new kit,
built the plane again, and was checking out the new on-off switch installed
for this new plane. This is when I discovered the antenna was threaded
onto a matching threaded post. As I was pulling on the collapsible portions to fully extend the antenna, I pulled
it right out of the case. The entire antenna
had “come loose” and I was holding it in my
hand! I had never had an occasion over all
the years I had owned the transmitter to open
the case, to see that the antenna had about
¾” of threads at the base. Apparently, over
the years as I extended the antenna each time
I would fly, I also inadvertently twisted the
antenna ever so slightly. And, apparently, in
the same direction every time. But after hundreds and hundreds of extensions, I had finally unthreaded the antenna, and it was just
sitting on the male threads inside the case.

By: Herman Burton

This sport of radio control flying has more points on the learning curve
than I could have imagined when I started. Just about the time when I was
getting comfortable flying the planes in my hangar, several mishaps have
occurred in the past few weeks to remind me there are still many more
points to my learning curve. So that you will not put your favorite plane
into the ground at a high rate of speed as I
have done twice in the past few weeks with
two different planes, here is some information you might find helpful.
Learning curve point number (insert your
favorite number between one and a thousand):
Did you know Futaba radio transmitters have a screw-in antenna, with female
threads on the antenna base? I bought my
first Futaba 4-channel transmitter some 10
years ago. I have flown literally hundreds of
flights with it, and have never experienced
any trouble of any kind. It is simple, easy,
uncomplicated and since I learned to fly with
it, I am totally comfortable with it.
At the flying field a few weeks ago, I was flying my little Fun Fly Dazzler, a Great Planes kit-built 48” wingspan plane,
powered by an OS 50 SX ringed engine. The photo below shows the plane.
Our club president Mike Liable was at the field that day, as was a new pilot
Dino Cantrelle. I took off, and when the plane got out about 100’ to 200’
away, it acted just like it was getting “hit” with frequency interference. I
was able to get it back on the ground with no damage. I checked everything, and nothing was amiss that I could find. So, I decided to take off
easy at ½ throttle, stay close to the main runway, and “shake it out”, as
it were.
Well, there was no shaking out to be done. When the plane was on the

downwind leg, I lost all control, it spiraled into the ground, and totaled the

So, the mystery was solved! With the antenna unscrewed, sitting loose on the threads
inside the case, there was a limited range of the radio signal, which allowed me to take off. But, at a modest distance of only 100’ to 200’ feet,
the plane lost radio contact, and crashed.
So, I had done two things wrong. Number one, I did not do the required
range check, which might have discovered the problem. But, I told myself, after hundreds and hundreds of flights, the transmitter must be fine,
and a range check was unnecessary. Sure! And that cost me a plane!
The second thing I had done wrong was not being more familiar with the
equipment I was using. Had I even had a hint the antenna screwed in, I
could have easily screwed it back in.

One down, and one to go!
I ordered a new kit, built the Dazzler again, changed the color scheme
slightly, and met Charles Teixiera, the club editor of our newsletter for
many years, at a local field for a morning of fun. The first flight, at ½
throttle, went smoothly. I flew a few easy circuits around the field, simple
rolls, easy loops, and landed without incident. I fueled up, took off again,
and this time decided to wring out the wrinkles! This plane is designed
for a 40 to 46 size engine, and I power it with a 50, so it has plenty of
power and lots of speed. After several circuits at close to full speed, I
decided to do a full throttle pass right over the runway. I was about 100’
high, screaming like an eagle, when I heard a fluttering sound. Uh, oh! The
plane nosed down slightly, and was heading for the ground at close to 7580 mph. I input full up elevator, and the plane began to respond ever so
slowly. It was just about horizontal when it made contact with the ground.
Bam! Slam! All of us remember doing belly flops in the swimming pool
when we were small boys. The first thought I had when the plane hit the
ground was “Wow! A perfect 10 of a belly flop!” Leading the retrieval crew,
we went and picked up the pieces of my brand new Dazzler. And there
were lots of little pieces. Here’s a photo of what is left.

Two down, in two weeks!
The fluttering sound is similar to the Blue Screen of Death on a computer.
When you hear it, it is too late! The plane is no longer controllable, and
some control surface is fluttering at a high rate of speed, indicating a loss
of control of that surface. In my case, a quick post mortem revealed the
elevator was the culprit. Further examination showed the backup nylon
plate, holding the small bolts of the elevator horn, had come off. The horn
was still in place, but without the backup plate securing it in a fixed location to the elevator, the elevator had little effect. A crash was eminent.
But I quickly recognized the problem, and it was a construction mistake I
had made. The small 2-56 screws holding the elevator horn are quite a bit
too long for the ¼” thickness of the elevator, and I always grind off the excess with a cutting wheel on my Dremel rotary tool. I remember cutting off
those small bolts, and being in a hurry, I had cut them off with one continuous grinding action, with no time allowed in between for the bolts to cool
off. The bolts had gotten so hot they had melted the plastic back up plate

Therein lies the explanation for the fluttering, and the loss of the plane. A
simple act of trying to “clean up” the looks of the back up plate’s protruding bolts was done incorrectly.
I’ll build another Fun Fly plane soon. Probably another Dazzler. And I will
make sure the antenna is screwed in completely, and I won’t melt any back
up plates for the control surfaces. I hope I get more than one flight on the
new plane before another point on my learning curve comes along!

Meeting Pictures

Photos by Taswall Crowson
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Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to the Editor, Randy Collier at 12323 Ramla Place Trail, Houston TX 77089 in hard
copy or via e-mail (preferred) to randy_collier@sbcglobal.net
To get the newsletter via e-mail go to http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the “Subscribe to Newsletter”. Once you have
subscribed you will automatically receive the newsletter each month. If you have any questions concerning the web site,
e-mail Ron Madsen at webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at mrlaible@sbcglobal.net
Club Homepage: http://www.jscrcc.com
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JSCRCC Annual
Christmas Party
December 11, 2008
7:00 PM

The club will furnish meat, bread, drinks and plastic ware. Members are requested to
bring a finger food, dip, or favorite desert. The party is open to all members, their
family and if you wish a guest.
Also during the party, the Model of the Year (MOY) will be selected. To be considered
for MOY, the model must have been a Model of the Month in the current year, be
present, have flown, and still be flyable. Only club members at the Christmas party
will be eligible to vote for MOY. Prizes will be $100, $50, and $25 for 1st, 2nd and 3d
places respectively.

