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Next Meeting – October 9th, 2014,Clear Lake Park Building– 7:00 PM
the top underside sheeting. The next pic is
the top sheeting with some masking tape to
hold things in place.

IN THE PITS
by Mike Laible

October is here and the cooler weather has
reached us. It also seems like we have been
getting some rain and really getting a work
out on the new blower. I hope everyone is
getting some flying in and having a great
time. Be sure to read Dave’s article “We are
guest at JSC”. It’s very important we follow
the protocal.
Since the September meeting I have had the
chance to attend bomber field fly-in and the
District VIII fly-in at Kingsbury. I had a great
time at both. Sorry to say both fly-ins
required some repairs on my big birds. It
seems like I have had a couple of cases of
dumb thumbs. I could just blame both on
radio interference but that would be the easy
way out. The truth is that both can be
attributed to lack of concentration. With 2040 lb planes your mind always has to be in it.
Anyway, I am getting really good at fixing up
the cracked balsa. One trick that I was taught
at the fly-in was to mask the outside cracks
with masking tape before wicking the inside
with thin CA. This keeps the CA from running
outside the crack. It works great. Here is a
pic of the bottom of the B-25. Looks bad but
this is after I removed the sheeting to get to

Now, if you blow up the pic on the left, you
will see a note that I left my Dad some five
years ago. I talked to him about this and he
was taken back, he wasn’t even aware of my
note. Anyway, you never know why things
happen.

It seems I landed in tall grass and I also bleed
off to much speed. The left gear snagged
some grass, stalling and just torqued the
wing. Darnedest thing, gear didn’t even
budge, just twisted the wing between the
nacelle and body (root). Well it’s on a great
recovery and will be weathered slightly.
However, did get some great flights on the B24 at the Bomber Field event. Look for the
pictures at
www.facebook.com/leerayphotography.
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Club business. Oh gosh, it seems so long
ago. Well we have the runway blower and
storage. We sure have been using it. It sure
has come in handy. I know it cleans the
rocks and stuff off but we will have to ask the
Saturday morning boys how it is doing on
water.

The picture above is Dave holding his kit
made old escapement Tx. Check out all the
hardware inside this box – tubes, dry cell
battery and all sorts of stuff. I believe he said
the Tx was a reed vibrating system and he
flew a galloping Ghost with it.

Other items reviewed at the meeting where
dates chosen for the swap meet (March 21,
2015) and the 50th Celebration at Gilruth
December 11th, 2014. If the club choses to
have beer and wine children are allowed. So
we have a lot of planning to do at the next
meeting. Come with your thinking caps on.
Nomination for officers also was reviewed
and the current officers were nominated for
another year. Final note – CLUB FUN
FLY/PICNIC October 11th.

Some more of Dave’s history goodies. Old
instruction manuals, chargers, the TX and
RX. Wow, how things have changed

That’s all I have for this month, as always,
Godspeed and safe landings.
Mike L.

SEPTEMBER MEETING
by Mike Laible

The September meeting had a little bit of
everything. We had start up TX/RX
equipment, old club records, space ships,
and old timers. Now don’t you feel left out not
coming to the meetings.
Dave Hoffman giving us the low down of the
old days.
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Once again Dave Bacque brings in an
unusual flying object. This time it is a kick
start entrepreneur project called PowerUp 3.0
remote controlled paper airplane.
Dave claimed it was the first MOM built right
at the meeting. Clever Dave.

Don White brought in a newspaper article
about Lars Geirst record duration flight in
1974.

A close up look of the two minute RC airplane
build.

It seems Lars, Don, and other club members
flew this plane for 14 hours and 24 minutes in
1974. The articles stated that the plane was
5000g with 2000g of fuel.

Lewis Flores with his framed up flying saucer.
Lewis still is in the design stage of the
propulsion method but is confident you will
see Saucers over JSC soon.
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needs he would return it. If it worked
correctly we would reimburse him.
It was suggested that if we want the good
one maybe we could make voluntary

AUGUST MOM

Fitz showing off his vintage build. This is a
Gilbert Morris designed free flight. The plans
show this as a 1941 design. Nice looking
plane
Found these plans on the web.

Fitz Walker with his KerSwap 1941 Gilbert
Morris vintage design. Fitz congratulations
on a fine build

OFF WE GO
by Don White

MINUTES
Minutes 8/14/2014
Old Business:
 No one has talked to rocket club no report
 Fan. Apparently the fan only has one
speed
New Business:
 Discussion of blower for runway. A good
one is about $1300.00. A home depot
blower was in the $300 to $400 range. It
was agreed Bruce would buy a home
Depot model and if it does not suit our

On September 18, 1947 the United States Air
Force was created by
an Act of Congress and
signed by the president.
Prior to then the Army
was in command of the
aircraft assets of the
United States.
67 years later, your
SAM 82 SIG, sponsored
a USAF model contest
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to celebrate this event in history on
September 18, 2014 at the JSC RCC field.
The weather did not cooperate and the
contest was postponed to the following
Thursday, September 25. The 25th did not
look promising either, with bad weather in the
area and rain. At the last moment slight
improvement was observed and the contest
was held. Almost all members of the SAM 82
showed up, ready to fly!
A pilots briefing stressing the field rules and
flight safety was convened at 5:00pm with 5
pilots. The rules were simple, only SAM
members, using one design, the “Kerswap”, a
free flight design from 1941. Other designs
could be entered but a stiff penalty was
imposed. Flight
challenges and
points were
awarded for
ROG and spot
landings. Flight
duration from a
20 second
engine run
allowed pilots
lots of altitude
for duration
time. For all
military veterans
the penalty for
flying a different
aircraft was waved. The sum of the three
flights was computed and the most points
won an awesome plaque. You did not have
to be the builder to fly in the contest and
proxy pilots were allowed because of the
challenging conditions. One of our members
has not completed his pilot rating required by
JSCRCC.
We all had a great time, with the weather
improving and at the end of the day a
completely surprise! Kent Stromberg beat
Fitz Walker! Fitz was a great competitor and

a great pilot and in fact was the pilot for Kent.
Kent’s airplane flew great! Fitz helped
everyone on the field so he deserves a
special salute with a flyby. Did you see it
Fitz? The photo shows Fitz ready to fly
Kent’s airplane held by Hank. Note the water
on the field! My thanks to all the SAM
membership for their help and the JSC Club
for the use of the field. Now that I think of it,
Kent was the scorekeeper. Oh well, my math
skills are fading.

Congratulations Kent!
At the end of the day, everyone helping
everyone else is the true spirit of SAM. You
all are very welcome to join us and it would
be a pleasure to add you to the list of SAM 82
Membership. All you have to do is contact
Don White at: white1962@sbcglobal.net. We
have a membership chairman but he is in
Colorado.

The Winning Kerswap and the AF Award to
prove it!
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have it refilled and re-inspected at no cost to
the club. JSC Fire and Safety is our friend.

WE ARE GUEST AT JSC
by Dave Bacque

This article is to remind our members that as
the title indicates, we fly at Johnson Space
Center as guests. JSC is a campus for one
of our national treasures, NASA. The
Manned Space Flight Center is not an open
facility. So here are a few reminders for
using the facility.
First and foremost, we are guests. This
means we must abide by their rules. We
need to do everything possible to meet all
their requests and we need to remind each
other to do so. In this article, I will review a
few rules of being a guest at JSC.
Your JSC/RCC pass is not a free pass to the
JSC campus. Thanks to the hard work of
many past members, JSC is now open to all
members of JSC/RCC, not just employees
and contractors. But your club membership
card only grants you access to the RC field.
Please do not use your gate access to tour
through the facility. Once you enter, go
directly to the RC field. When you leave the
field, please head straight through the gate.
Remember, use of a handheld cell phone
while driving is not allowed at any time at
JSC. Wait until you exit past the guard house
before calling to tell someone how great you
did today. Better yet, wait until you get home,
its lots safer.
Fire extinguishers are provided at the field
along with the JSC safety phone number (It’s
on the top of the frequency pin stand, in case
you haven’t noticed it yet.) Please use
extinguishers at the least provocation. No
crash is too small to haul out a fire
extinguisher. But when one is used, please
notify me which one has been used so I can

Be aware of speed limits on site. Traffic
citations at JSC are on a point basis. If you
acquire more than 10 points in one year, your
driving privileges are suspended for a year.
You’re almost to the field anyway, slow down
and think of how much fun you’re going to
have. Please be aware that in spite of the
sign being faded beyond recognition, the
speed limit out to the runway is 20 mph.
Alcohol and firearms are never allowed on
JSC property, even if they’re locked up in the
trunk of your car.
Also, watch for wildlife. We’ve all seen lots of
deer in the field, on the roads and on the
runway. Drive friendly and don’t hurt them or
your new vehicle. Be extra vigilant about the
deer in the early morning hours as well as in
the fall when they are most active.
In case of any accident at the field, call the
JSC emergency number posted above the
frequency pin box. All accidents must be
reported to JSC. Please, also let me know of
any accidents so I can follow up. Better yet,
stay safe and let’s not have any accidents.

WHATS UP AROUND THE CLUB
by Michael Laible

This first picture is my nephew and I enjoying
some stick time. This was his first time flying
for him and after a few minutes he had total
control of the airplane.
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I visited a friend of mine that his Dad was a
waist gunner on a B-17 during WWII. His dad
is doing well in New Hampshire. During our
visit we traded titles of books we read,
pictures, and stories of bombers. If interested
the titles we discussed are Hell Above Earth,
Untold Valor, Twilight Warriors, and
Serenade of the Big Bird.
He had a great scrap book and some
awesome picutres by Peter Ruplenas
This one was taken on August 30, 1944, on a
mission to Bremen. A lot of bombers and
some flack.

The following pictures are just a sample.

Nice looking B-17 from the bottom. Not to
forget about the B-24, the next picutre is one
on the way home.

I thought this one was cool. A severn bomber
formation, with the back two falling behind.
On September 18-20 I attended the 26th
anniversary of Bomber Field B-17 Gathering.
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It started out very omnious with several
inches of rain. In fact Thursday morning I
was driving past Katy at about 30 mph in a
driving rain. I thought to myself – “Am I
crazy”.

Over the target and Norton bomb site has
control and bombs away.

Anyway, got to the hotel and met up with
some other bomber pilots and we watched
the rain until Thursday at noon. We decided
to check out the field and low and behold the
rain stopped and we got several great flights
in.
Friday morning greated us with heavy rains.
We once again decided to go to Bomber Field
and it rained but cleared up by 10 am. And
we flew – a lot.

Mission complete and heading for home.

All these pictures are cortouisy of Lee Ray
Photograpy.

B-24 with a soft landing and the B-17 with
wheels stopped in the foreground.
Are we having fun yet!!!!
A couple of bombers heading out on a
morning run to Bremen.

The bombers did have to dodge a few
Stuka’s on the way.
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Where did this come from? One of those old
old time models. Actually, I believe this is a
Bleriot, what type I do not know.

The F6F had to follow suite. Nice looking
plane. I will have another F6F soon.

And the slow flying SPAD XIII.

The mighty Navy Grummans ready for
another flight. Little did I know these two
would meet their fate in the air. Not a prety
sight.

This one is for Jerry and Alan. It was an
impressive plane.

A very low pass with the Grumman F7f.
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Can’t even tell this one is a model.

A Sopwith on a slow fly by.
Well guys that is all for this month. Until next
month, safe landings.
Mike L.
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Upcoming Events
Oct 10-11
Oct 16-18
Oct 18
Oct 24
Oct 24-25

Warbirds over Space City
Jetoberfest Bomber Field
Prop nuts Fly in
Bomber Field Free Style
Southeast Warbirds

Club Officers
President:
Mike Laible

281-474-1255(H)
713-542-0987 (Cell)
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net

Vice-President:
Jerry Litjen
Treasurer:
Dave Hoffman
Secretary:
Kent Stromberg
Membership Committee
Herman Burton
Safety Officer:
Dave Bacque

To get the newsletter via e-mail go to
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have
subscribed, you will automatically receive a
confirmation email that you must reply to get
the newsletter each month. After you confirm
you are on the newsletter email list. If you
have any questions concerning the web site,
e-mail Randy Collier at
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net

Club Homepage

713-253-9887 (Cell)
http://www.jscrcc.com
281-479-1945(W)
832-689-620(Cell)
281-480-0095(H)
281-724-3762(W)

ITEMS OF INTEREST
Supported Special Interest Groups:
SAM Chapter 82, Membership, Don White,
white1962@sbcglobal.net, 281 883-9159.

281-474-7133(H)
281-486-1695(H)

Instructors
Chief Instructor:
Dave Hoffman:
Fixed:
Mike Laible:
James Lemon:
Clay Bare:
Herman Burton:
Dave Bacque:
Tom Altmyer

832-689-6201 (Cell)
713-542-0987 (Cell)
832-385-4779
281-488-2992
281-474-7133
832-216-2566
713 591 2859

Heli& Fixed:
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H)

The R/C Flyer
Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to
the Editor, MikeLaible at
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net
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