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IN THE PITS 
by Mike Laible 

 
This monthly most of this column will be 
about business stuff.  How yucky.  However, 
the “September Meeting” column will make 
up for it with some fine models and show & 
tells. 
 
So onto business stuff.  First the club 
nominated the new set of officers.  The 
officers nominated for 2013-2014 are Mike 
Laible-President, Jerry Litgen-Vice President, 
Treasury-Dave Hoffman, and Sectary-Kent 
Stromberg.  The new slate of officers was 
unopposed thus will take their rightful place at 
the End of the November meeting.  In 
addition, as President, I have asked Herman 
Burton and Dave Bacque to serve another 
year as Membership Chairman and Safety 
Chairman, respectively. 
 
The other action taken is the club voted to 
raise dues to $35 a year.  This requires a by-
laws change and the changes must be 
printed in the next month’s newsletter and 
voted on at the next meeting after the 
printing.  So this means the changes will be 
printed at the end of this newsletter and voted 
on at the October meeting.   
 

Now onto some fun stuff.  The next pic is the 
right wing half of a Top Flite P-47.  This kit 
had been around my house for years and just 
started building it a year back.  I will be 
plugging away on this in the months to come.  
I plan on covering it in flight metal and it will 
be modeled after Stinky. 

 
 
P-47D-30-RA "Stinky"  
Unit: 365th FS, 358th FG, 9th AF, USAAF 
Serial: CH-Y (44-33418) 
Pilot - Lt. Don Volkmer. Germany, May 1945. 
 

 
 
To end this column I thought I would show 
the latest fuel source in my man cave.  Yep, 
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you see it right, gas can and some lipo’s.  I 
guess you could call me a dual fuel kinda 
guy.  All I can say is the 4S5000 battery on 
my starter is the cat’s meow.  I used it at 
bomber for about 3-4 starts, B-25 several 
times, and it still is ticking with a lot of gusto.   
 

 
 
That’s all I have this month.  Hope you enjoy 
the newsletter and see you at the meeting.  
 
As always, Godspeed and safe landings. 
Mike L. 
 

SEPTEMBER MEETING 
by Mike Laible and Kent Stromberg 

 
Minutes 
Guests: Frank Clements and Mike Shamano 
of Shamano Hobby shop 
 
Discussing of new club officers 

 Jerry Litjen   nominated for Vice 
President 

 Mike Liable   will stay on as President 

 Kent Stromberg will stay on as Sec. 

 Dave Hoffman will stay on as 
Treasurer    

 Herman Burton will stay on as 
Membership Chairman 

 Dave Bacque will stay on as Safety 
Chairman  

 

Nominations were closed and it was moved 
and seconded to accept nominations. 
 
Discussions of field Closings next week due 
to Morpheus 
 
Discussion of membership dues. It was 
suggested that a move from $25.00 to $35.00 
would keep our treasury in the positive.   
Unanimous vote of all present agreed to 
move yearly dues to $35.00  Discussion of 
$55.00 dues for new Members, no action 
taken.  Discussion of what is a Family 
member to be coved under one membership.  
They must live at the same address.   
 
Discussion of Guest application having citizen 
status (ie US or not).   All changes will be 
published and final vote at the October 
Meeting. 
 
It was brought to the attention of members 
that cell phone usage while driving on JSC 
grounds is prohibited. 
 
It was suggested that lipo batteries have a 
Ribbon on them so they can be found if they 
become detached from plane.  Referred to 
Safety committee    
 
Treasures report. Bank handling club account 
switched to Chase.  Balance $4171.00 
 
Refreshments next meeting.    Kent 
 
Show and tell Herman with 500 lb Bombs for 
B-24. Editor’s note: FAKE BOMBS!!!! 
 
Model of the month entries 
 

 

Owen Morris  Tigermoth 
Fitz Walker    F-8 Crusader 
Larry Baley  Bell 230 
Tie   for Model of the Month    Fitz and Larry 
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Now onto the meeting.  Needless to say this 
meeting was packed with great models and 
show & tells.  I will give a brief description of 
all the cool models. 
 
First is a pic that I had to take.  I have been 
sitting up front for some time and this is the 
view I have.  What a motley crew this is.  Joe 
is the excited one in the back. 

 
Fitz showing off his highly modified Crusader.  
I can’t remember what the kit started out to 
be but I think he added some nose length, 
retracts, and made it a pusher. 
 

 
 
Fitz’s Description: 
House of Balsa A-7 balsa kit (discontinued). Originally 
designed for ~0.25 glow engines in tractor 
configuration. 
 
I converted the kit to a F-8 Crusader by: 
 

- slightly modifying the vertical fin 
- stretching the nose a few inches 
- added ventral fins 
- added servo controlled wing-lift variable incidence 

control 
- added flaps sequenced with wing lift 
- added servoless retractable landing gear with 

sequencing doors 
- custom vinyl "Area 88" graphics by Callie Graphics 
- converted it to electric by lightening the structure 

and moving the motor to a pusher configuration 
 
Model has flown successfully and flew well. Wing lift 
mechanism works in flight but still in the process of 
experimenting with it. 

 

 
As noted above check out the variable 
incidence. 

 
 
The next model is Larry’s Bell 230.  This 
model has been in the making for some time 
(as long as the B-24).  The detail is 
unbelievable and must be seen in person.  It 
has a gas engine with an electric starter. 
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The cockpit area. 
 

 
 
Herman Burton showing the bombs for the B-
24.  These bombs were made for the B-24.  
We finally got the bomb drop mechanism 
installed and tried the first drop at Bomber 
field.  One bomb dropped in the air (on fell 
out while starting) and two stayed in do to the 
bomb doors being stuck due to moisture.  
Yep, a little wet at bomber. 
 
The next model was built by Owen Morris.  It 
is a Pat Trittle design, Dumas kit of the Tiger 
Moth.  I asked him about the decals and he 
told me they were laying around and no, he 
did not know of a down under Tiger Moth.  

 
 

 
 

 
 
Dave Bacque came in with a late entry.  I 
take it he was still building it right up to the 
meeting.  But I will say he was very proud of 
his “Comet”.  I always get excited with Dave’s 
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entries, its always something new and 
naustalgic. 
 

 
 

 
And finally a guest, Dave Clemens (sp) came 
in to show his boat construction.  He was truly 
a work of art and he plans on donating it to 
the maritime museum. 

 

This is happening way to often lately.  Kay 
Morris contacted Charlie Teixeirra to donate 
Brian Morris’s RC equipment to the club.  It’s 
sad to have to do this but it also brings back 
some memories.  I took Brians Plano field 
box.  I looked through it and noticed all of 
Brian’s old spares and diesel stuff.  I 
remember sitting with him working on these 
engines at the field.  I also started thinking 
about his weather vane he designed. 
 
The last pic is his big trainer.  I remember this 
one towing banners and the candy drop.  This 
brings back some nice memories.   
 
Remember, part of our legacy is the bonds 
we form through our friendships and flying 
together.  So lets have fun, smile, and assist 
eachother.  Till next month. 
 

 
 

 
that would give it tender loving care.  I hope it 
has a new home. 
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AUGUST MOM 
by Mike Laible 

 
Weel guys we did it again.  We had a tie for 
Model of the Month.  Two this year already.  
We actually could have had a four way tie. 
 
Anyway, the two model of the months are 
Larry Bailey’s Bell 230 and Fitz Walkers A-8 
Cougar.  Both work models that too a lot of 
engineering 

 

 
 

 
The August Model of the month went to Mike 
Laible with his joint project with his father, 
Robert Laible.  The model is a Zirolli B-25 J.  
Wingspan of 101”, 32 lbs, and powered by 2 
RCG 30 cc engines. 
 

 

 

 
byRussel Shanks 

 
I know I said that we would discuss electric 
jets this month but there have been so many 
questions recently about charging batteries 
that I thought we would cover that subject 
next. 
 
Let’s start out by covering the safety basics. 
LiPo batteries are NOT inherently unstable 
but they do require special care when 
charging, using, and storing. Always charge 
and store your batteries in fire proof 
containers. I store mine in Pyrex ovenware 
because I know if one shorts out it will be 
safe there. Even so, don’t store them against 
walls or within 2 feet of anything flammable 
(considering what’s above the storing 
container also). Some go to Army/Navy 
stores and buy old ammo boxes to store their 
batteries. Still others use the LiPo 
charging/storage bags made specifically for 
this purpose. 

 
You can charge and store your batteries in a 
lipo bag such as this one from 
www.BananaHobbies.com . There are many 
makers of lipo bags so just look for them at 
your favorite rc dealer. These bags are made 
to contain the fire and heat of a shorting out 
battery. I have had one short out in the bag 
and it works! There was some smoke that 
escaped but the total heat and fire was 
contained. 

 

http://www.bananahobbies.com/
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Now let’s discuss battery chargers. There are 
two basic designs and three basic types of 
each design. The two schools of thought are: 
 

1. Chargers without power supplies 
built in. Some believe that chargers 
without power supplies built in are 
more robust due to better electronics 
because money is saved not having a 
power supply built in. Also, some say 
that the power supplies that are built in 
are inferior and will fail leaving you 
with a useless piece of equipment. If 
you have your own AC/DC power 
supply you can save money on these 
types of chargers. If you are an 
electronics geek, you can pull the 
power supply out of an otherwise 
useless computer and make your own 
quite easily. 

 
2. Chargers with built-in power 

supplies.These types of chargers are 
the RTF of the charger world. They are 
convenient and ready to go. They 
generally require less of a footprint on 
your work table or at the flying field. 
They are more expensive for the same 
type of charger (Single, Dual, or Multi). 

 
The three types of chargers, as I have given 
away above, are Single, Dual, and Multi 
chargers. I have both. I use a multi (four 
battery) charger at home that I use with a 
separate AC/DC power converter to charge 
up a bunch of batteries to take to the flying 
field. I use a single battery charger with a 
built-in power supply to take to the field and 
charge a battery after I use it. That way I’m 
not lugging too much equipment to the field 
each trip and having to wire it back up at 
home when I’m done. 
 

 

This is my “field charger” which is a Single 
charger with built-in power supply and charges up 
to 6S batteries up to 5 amps. 

 
Below is a Dual charger: 

… 
and the multi 

 
 
This multi type of charger needs a power supply 
to drive it even though you see cooling fans. It 
has led many astray into thinking that it has a 
power supply included. It also does not usually 
include the balancing boards for all four 
outputs…usually just one or two are included. But 
they are available at places like HobbyKing.com 
very cheaply. Also the charging leads are not 
included after the first one so beware to get the 
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one that your battery accepts. I usually just get 
and solder my own. 

 
This is a great invention by HobbyKing.com 
that I can’t live without. The Mega power lead 
adapter to connect almost any battery 
connector for charging… 

 
&the smaller cousin 

 
 
That’s all I have time for this month…next 
month EDF Jets! Woo Hoo!!! 
 
Please send questions, comments, and 
feedback about electric flight to 
iRussPhone@gmail.com and I will answer 
them or research them for you. 
 

Always fly two mistakes high! 
 
 

 
 
 

mailto:iRussPhone@gmail.com
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BELOW ARE THE CHANGES TO THE BY-LAWS.  IT IS ORGANIZED BY FROM 

AND TO’S.  TWO SECTIONS ARE AFFECTED BY THE DUES INCREASE.  THE 

SECTIONS ARE GENERAL INFORMANTION AND TWO THE BY-LAWS.  THE 

APPLICATION WILL BE CHANGED ACCORDINGLY WHEN CHANGES ARE 

ACCEPTED. 

 

 

 

I. GENERAL INFORMATION 
 

FROM: 

 

DUES 
The schedule of annual club dues is outlined in detail in the club’s by-laws.  In general, new member dues are $30.00/year and 

renewal is $25.00/year.  Dues for renewal are payable to the Treasurer by the 15th of December or when specified by the 

membership application/renewal form.  Junior and family memberships are available at reduced rates.  See membership 

application form (Appendix A) or contact the club Treasurer for details. 

 

TO: 

 

DUES 
The schedule of annual club dues is outlined in detail in the club’s by-laws.  In general, new member dues are $55.00/year and 

renewal is $35.00/year.  Dues for renewal are payable to the Membership Chairman by the 31st of January or when specified by 

the membership application/renewal form.  See membership application form (Appendix A) or contact the club Treasurer for 

details. 

 

  



 
The R/C Flyer - Page 10 

 

III. BY LAWS 

FROM: 

 Section 3. No initiation fee shall be charged.  New members, both Senior and Junior joining the club in the months of 

October, November and December shall be credited with membership for the following year without additional 

charge.  The club's fiscal year begins January 1st and ends December 31st. 

 

  New Members:  The first year dues for a senior member (19 years of age or older) shall be $30.00.  The first 

year dues for junior members (under 19 years of age or a full time student) shall be $10.00. 

 

  Renewals:  Senior members renewing before December 31
st
 shall pay $25.00.  Senior members renewing after 

December 31
st
 shall pay $30.00.  Junior members renewing before December 31

ST
 shall pay $8.00 and renewals 

after December 31
ST

  shall be $10.00. 

 

  Family Membership:  In the case of multiple club membership in a single family, the dues are $30.00 for the 

senior member and a one time fee of $20.00 for each additional senior member and a one time fee of $10.00 for 

each additional junior member.  As long as there is at least one senior member renewing, all additional senior 

and junior family members in the same family are excused from paying dues in subsequent years. 

 

  Dues are waived for club officers and the newsletter editor. 

 

  Upon payment of club dues and AMA renewal through the club Treasurer, the member will be issued a club 

field pass.  Members not renewing their AMA through the club will have their field pass withheld until they 

furnish proof of AMA membership to the Treasurer or the Treasurer is able to obtain confirmation from AMA 

that the member has renewed. 

 

TO: 

 Section 3. The club's fiscal year begins January 1st and ends December 31st. 

 

  New Members:  The first year dues for a senior new member (18 years of age or older) shall be $55.00.  New 

members joining the club in the months of October, November and December shall be credited with 

membership for the following year without additional charge.  A member absent from the club for more than 

two years is considered a new member.  The first year dues for junior members (under 18 years of age or a full 

time student) shall be waived.  

 

  Renewals:  Senior member renewing shall pay $35.00.  Dues for junior members (under 18 years of age or a full 

time student)  are waived 

 

  Family Membership:  In the case of multiple club membership in a single family, the dues are same as for new 

members and renewals.  

 

  Dues are waived for club officers, committee chair, and the newsletter editor. 

 

  Upon payment of club dues and AMA verification the member will be issued a club field pass.   
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Upcoming Events 

Oct 11-12 Katy Warbirds 
Oct 19 Livingston Fun Fly 
Oct 19 Prop Nuts Fly In 
Nov 2 Dayton Warbirds 
 

Club Officers 
President: 

Mike Laible 281-474-1255(H) 
 281-226-4192 (W) 

mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-President:  

Phil Elting 281-333-1125 (H) 
 
Treasurer:  

Dave Hoffman 281-479-1945(W) 
 832-689-620(Cell) 
 
Secretary:  

Kent Stromberg 281-480-0095(H) 
 281-724-3762(W) 
 
Membership Committee 

Herman Burton 281-474-7133(H) 
 
Safety Officer:  

Dave Bacque 281-486-1695(H) 
 

Instructors 
Chief Instructor: 
Dave Hoffman: 281-479-1945 (W) 
   832-689-6201 (Cell)  
Fixed:  
Mike Laible:  281-474-1255(H) 
   281-226-4192 (W) 
James Lemon: 832-385-4779 
Clay Bare:  281-488-2992 
Herman Burton: 281-474-7133 
 
 
Heli& Fixed: 
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H) 
 

The R/C Flyer 
 

Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to 
the Editor, Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 
To get the newsletter via e-mail go to 
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the 
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have 
subscribed, you will automatically receive a 
confirmation email that you must reply to get 
the newsletter each month.  After you confirm 
you are on the newsletter email list.  If you 
have any questions concerning the web site, 
e-mail Randy Collier at 
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 

Club Homepage 
 
http://www.jscrcc.com 
 

------------------------------------------------------------- 
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