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Next Meeting – October 13, 2005, Clear Lake Park Building – 7:00 PM

September 2005 Meeting Minutes
Dave checked on the construction on the field. He
found out that they will be out there for another
two months. He was going to dig further into the
matter.

The Meeting started at 7:05pm 9/8/2005
Old Business:
The club president passed out some old MOM
trophies to attending members.
Herman brought up a discussion on our web site.
He put up the idea of changing the domain to .org
from .com. This idea came about that we are an
organization so it made more sense to be an org.
Nothing was decided. We also need someone to
continue work on the web site. Ron Madsen has
had some problems lately and has not been able to
keep things up. Anyone wanting to volunteer
should contact one of the club officers. Other
discussions involved simplifying the site, such as
deleting forums and such.
The club gave away all the rest of the TruTurn
merchandise to the attending members.
Herman was reminded of the club’s field
improvements letter. He will follow up on it.

Mike Goza gave a report on how the US Team did
at the RC Helicopter World Championships in
Zamora, Spain. The team got 2nd overall.
Individually Curtis Youngblood 5th, Wayne Mann
7th, and Len Sabato 11th. To check out how the
team did visit www.usaf3c.com and follow the
links to the daily diary to see how the daily events
unfolded. Mike was also selling the remainder of
the hats, T shirts, and Polo shirts at reduced prices
of $10, $15, and $25 respectively.
Officer nominations:
All current officers have volunteered to be club
officers for next year. If you would like to be an
officer, please nominate yourself or write in a
candidate. The members voted to nominate the
current officers. A ballot will be in the October
newsletter.
Herman proposed an October fun fly on the
Saturday after the October meeting (15th). The
club agreed to hold the event.

New Business:
Dave Hoffman gave a treasurer’s report. There
was not a lot of activity on that front.

November will be our annual swap meet. Start
combing your closets.

The R/C Flyer - Page 1

Herman Burton won MOM with a Top Flite P47
Thunderbolt. This model uses an OS 91 for power, is fully
sheeted in balsa and has Robart air retracts. He tried out
panel lines on this model that looked really good.

Dave Hoffman volunteered to spearhead the
December Christmas party. He suggested a
regular mailing to invite people to attend.
Model of the Month (MOM)
Don White brought a foam electric Convair Pogo. He built
if from a kit from Hobby Lobby. It has elevons and rudder
and requires a computer radio to operate.

Herman with his MOM Top Flite P-47

Entertainment:
No entertainment this month.
Meeting adjourned 8:50pm
Troy brought a Sig Rascal. It has a Norvel .061 engine with
muffler for power. It was a well cut kit and went together
easily. It was covered with Monokote.
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Editor: For those of you that actually read the newsletter
you may recall the minutes from the August meeting were
not available at “press time”. Following the philosophy of
better late than never, here are the minutes.

Ray Randolph showed us his Hobby Lobby Judge 540
profile electric.

August 2005 Meeting Minutes
By: James Lemon, Secretary

JSCRCC Meeting 8/11/05 7:00 pm
17 club members, one guest Patrick Dupris.
Coffee Cup Winners: Duane Sterling.
Old Business:
The club bylaws, constitution and student pilot
guide have been updated and can be found on the
web site.

Phil Elting showed us his British Aerospace Hawk ducted
fan ARF.

New Business:
Field improvements were prioritized:
Immediate Goals: 1) Replace field surface.
2) Remove reflector screens.
3) Porta Potty.
4) Electrical power.
Future Goals:
1) Grass strip.
2) Water.
Show & Tell:
Ken White showed us his rebuilt X wing.

The R/C Flyer - Page 3

Model of the Month:
Don White entered a collection of three Hobby Lobby Yak
55 electrics.

time to learn a few new skills on this plane. To
this end, I decided to install pneumatic Robart
retractable landing gear, instead of using the kitsupplied fixed gear.
The instruction manual is much longer and much
more detailed than any previous plane I have built.
The reason, I soon found out, is because the
airplane itself is a much more involved,
complicated air frame than any of my previous
planes. But, using the experience gained from my
previous kit building, my decision to move up to
this war bird presented no impossible building
tasks.

Ken White was the MOM winner with his Midwest Twin
Stick powered by twin OS LA 25’s.

Another feature this plane has that is new to me
are flaps. Many of you are familiar with the series
of articles I wrote for this newsletter about Col.
Schiebel, who flew P-51 Mustangs in the early
days of the Korean War. He assured me, in one of
my regular visits to his house in Galveston, that
flaps make take offs and landings much easier to
handle. So, deciding I would need all the help I
could muster to fly this new bird successfully, I
decided early on I would build and install the
operational flaps.
The wings and tail feathers are covered with 1/16”
balsa. In the past I have always used thin CA for
edge gluing sheets together to make larger sheets
to cover large areas. But, the serious downside of
CA glue is the joint is extremely hard and difficult
to sand without sanding through thin sheeting. So,
I decided on this plane to edge glue using yellow
aliphatic glue (Elmer’s carpenter glue, for
example). The joint sands like a breeze and the
residue sands easily, making an invisible joint.
The time required for the glue to dry gives the
modeler time to think about the next steps down
the road.

Top Flite P-47
By: Herman Burton

The 1/8th scale Top Flite P-47 is a delight to build.
The kit is a Gold Edition, has every piece of wood
required to build the plane, plus fixed landing gear
wire and blocks (no tires), and beautiful decals.
After building some dozen or so airplanes from
kits since getting into this hobby, I decided it was

The fuselage is covered with 3/32” balsa sheeting,
and the same technique was used for edge gluing
sheets for this facet of building. The small
fuselage radius of this size plane (it is nominally
considered a .60-size plane) makes bending the
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3/32” balsa quite difficult without leaving flat
spots between the formers. Upon
experimentation, it was discovered that soaking
the balsa in a 50 % water and 50 % alcohol
solution, then taping the sheet in place on the
plane overnight, put a permanent bend in the
sheeting that would then allow you to glue to the
longerons and formers with very little flat spots in
between.

wiping of the surface to remove fuel residue. To
overcome this potential difficulty, Nelson’s waterbased polyurethane clear coat with cross-linker
was applied to the entire airplane to seal
everything. Sanding with 320-grit sandpaper was
necessary to roughen the surface for proper
adhesion prior to the application of the Nelson
polyurethane. The final coat was a dull finish, to
remove the shiny appearance of the spray
LustreCote.

The tail feathers’ juncture to the fuselage and
wing fillets were, technically, the most difficult
portions to build, to look smooth and scale. Using
lots of scrap balsa and filler, and taking as much
time as required, finally resulted in an appearance
that was satisfactory.
After completing the sheeting, I decided to paint
the airplane, instead of using Monocote or some
other heat-shrinkable covering. I used West 2-part
epoxy on top of 0.5 oz. fiberglass cloth to seal the
pores of the balsa, and give the finished surface
more resistance to “hangar rash”. Sanding
between coats of the epoxy produced a smooth
finish on the fiberglass cloth. From many
airplanes’ construction in the past, I had quite a
few cans of LustreCote spray paint, which I
decided to use for the aluminum, black, red and
white colors. I bought automotive heavy primer,
applied it, and sanded to a smooth finish prior to
applying the finish coat. Panel lines give the
plane a much nicer scale appearance, so I bought a
#1 Archival permanent ink pen at Teacher’s Art
Supply at Baybrook with a 0.25 mm point. I
sanded the entire airplane with OOO steel wool
prior to applying the panel lines, both to smooth
out the paint, and also to give the ink a rough
surface profile to adhere to. The panel lines went
on without a problem.
After the panel lines, all the decals were applied.
The canopy was painted, and rivets were applied
to the canopy “framing” with “Tulip” paint,
available at Hobby Lobby. But, decals have a
way of lifting off in time, and even permanent ink
eventually fades with constant cleaning and

Wheel well covers were built and put on the
Robart Robostruts of the landing gear. A scale
cockpit from Top Flite, plus a full pilot figure
from Vailley Aviation, complete the plane.
An OS .91 2-stroke engine will power this war
bird, and an in-cowl muffler from Jtec will silence
the noise of this potent powerplant. For display
purposes, I built a 4-blade static prop from two
wood 18 X 8 propellers.
Hurricane Rita has prevented my spending
additional time readying this new bird for flying.
But in due time, I will have the electronics ready,
flight pack installed, control throws all set
properly, and then break-in the engine with a tank
or two of fuel, then the maiden flight will be
forthcoming.
The plane was several steps above anything I have
built in the past, but certainly was fun to build.
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The time required for this kit is much longer than
the simple kits attempted in the past. But, the
finished product is quantum leaps above previous
planes, also. I am looking forward to getting it
into the air, and see how flaps and retracts
enhance the flying experience.

Club Officers

DON’T FORGET –
OFFICER ELECTIONS
AT THE OCTOBER
MEETING!

Instructors

Upcoming Events
10/7-9/05 : 2005 Best Electric Fun-Fly, BEST Site
in New Waverly TX. Contact Kirk Jensen CD at
281-381-0473 for more information.
10/8/05 : Art Watson/Dave Thommason Memorial
Fly in, Crosby TX. Sponsor is Propnuts.
(Restricted to IMAA Members). CD is Charles
Stevens at 713-473-4995.
10/8/05 : Houston Combat Classic for 328 (JSO)
at Scobee Field. CD is Richard Stubblefield at
281-358-3522. Sponsored by Proptwisters.
10/15/05 : 21st Annual Big Bird Fly-In, New
Waverly TX. Contact CD Yale Taylor at 936-7602654 for more information.
10/29/05 : 6th Annual Fall Fun Fly at Elwood
Field, Livingston TX. CD is Mike Muehr. Event is
benefiting Empty Stockings of Livingston.

President: Herman Burton
281-474-7133
Vice-President: James Lemon832-385-4779
Treasurer: Dave Hoffman
281-479-1945 (W)
832-689-6201 (Cell)
Secretary: Mike Goza
281-554-4016(H)
281-483-4695(W)

Chief Instructor:
David Hoffman:
Fixed:
Mike Laible:
James Lemon:
Clay Bare:
Don Fisher:
Heli & Fixed:
Mike Goza:
Steve Rhodes:

281-479-1945 (W)
832-689-6201 (Cell)
281-474-1255 (H)
281-226-4192 (W)
832-385-4779
281-488-2992
281-474-4942

281-554-4016 (H)
281-483-4695 (W)
409-948-2881

The R/C Flyer
Editor/Electronic Distribution
Charlie Teixeira
Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to
Charlie Teixeira at 1711 Bowline Rd, Houston TX
77062 in hard copy or via e-mail (preferred) to
ctei@sbcglobal.net
To get the newsletter via e-mail go to
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have
subscribed you will automatically receive the
newsletter each month. If you have any questions
concerning the web site, e-mail Ron Madsen at
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at
mlaible@jscrcc.com.
Club Homepage
http://www.jscrcc.com
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Johnson Space Center Radio Control Club Election Ballot
For 2006 Officers

President

Vice President

Secretary

Treasurer

____

Herman Burton

____

_________________________ Write In

____

James Lemon

____

_________________________ Write In

____

Mike Goza

____

_________________________ Write In

____

Dave Hoffman

____

_________________________ Write In

Ballots may be sent to any club officer or you may turn in your ballot at the October meeting. All ballots
must be received by the beginning of the October meeting.
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