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Next Meeting – September 12th, 2019, Clear Lake Park Building– 7:00 PM 

 

IN THE PITS 
by Mike Laible 
 

This month’s column will cover some recent 
activities and a reminder of club protocols.  
The minutes cover the action taken but the 
board just need to remind some members we 
do fly at a secure government facility. 

  Someone posted, what is your favorite flying 
field, well, didn’t take me long to figure that 
one out.  : ‘ ) JSC.  However, I find myself 
needing to remind everyone of some flying 
field protocols.  With every new member we 
pass out a protocol sheet.  I noticed that this 
is not on the website and I will take care of 
that.  But several items I think we forget about 
are listed below: 

Do not go sightseeing in NASA-you have NO 

permission to do so. NASA security will escort you 

to the gate. 

No alcoholic beverages, drugs, firearms, or pets 

are permitted on NASA property. 

 

So, let’s use our head and follow the rules.  
From what I see everything is fine but let’s 
just stay on top of it.  All it takes is one 
unhappy person that is on the security list to 
ruin it for everyone. 

Now, what about the guest list.  I will say that 
NASA expects that anyone that is on the 

guest list you no personally.  So, let’s check 
our guest list and make sure that is the case.  
Like I said, one unhappy person that is all it 
takes.  It can happen, just read that a 30-year 
mechanic tampered with a jetliner because 
he was unhappy.  OUCH, so let’s stay ahead 
of the curve.  I don’t know about you but I like 
not driving an hour to fly. 

The Gilruth Starport center instituted a club 
documented outlining club requirements.  I 
just submitted all our paperwork.  One item 
that has come up is the waiver, every 
member and GUEST will have to sign a 
release form.  This is only for being a club 
under Gilruth, which NASA is giving 
responsibility for all clubs.  Not clear how our 
Space Act agreement works with this.  But 
one thing for sure, under the Space Act 
agreement with JSC, we will have to sign a 
no harm agreement.  We have been lapsed 
on this lately. 

At the last meeting Brian went over the Letter 
of Agreement with the Ellington Tower.  I 
have had several discussions with Brian and 
did a lot of research myself, and believe this 
is the correct approach.  It seems Brian 
jumped out in front and has placed JSC RCC 
in the forefront of the waivers.  Let’s keep our 
finger crossed and see what FAA says.  I 
forwarded the letter onto NASA and expect a 
response soon.  Thanks, Brian, for all your 
work. 

The R/C Flyer 
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Well, that’s all for now, Godspeed and safe 
landings, 

Mike L. 

AUGUST MEETING 
by Mike Laible 
 

The August meeting had several models but 
the one that I had notes on was Walts E-
Flight F-27 Evolution.  Fitz spruced it up with 
a nice paint job. 

 

 

AUGUST MINUTES 

Prior to the regular meeting a board 
disciplinary meeting was held because of 
notice of a perceived violation of club rules 

Present – Mike Laible, Jerry Litjen, Brian 
Campopiano, and Kent Stromberg. Blain 
Valentine and offender Rex Beck.  After all 
parties gave their input a motion was made 
by the president to discipline Russ by placing 
Rex on 30-day probation from 08-08-2019 
until 09-08-2019 and during that time he must 
fly with another member of the club.  A 
subsequent violation will result in dismissal 
from the club as a member and loss of all 
privileges. Seconded by Jerry and approved 
by entire board. Meeting was adjourned. 

The violation was flying outside the 
boundaries, losing control, and then 

searching for the plane.  If you cannot make 
out the orientation of your plane – YOU ARE 
FLYING TO FAR AWAY.  Fly closer.   

Guest 

none   13 members present 

Old Business: 

Mike explained he is trying to get Nasa to 
approve Club to use Gilruth center but may 
require a waver there are several upsides to 
do this  

Discussion of Lone Star indoor flying - 
Joseph did great job organizing 

Brian presented a copy of a letter he in 
proposing to FAA   letter my grant some 
differences not in conflict will club rules.  
Where club rules are more restrictive club 
rules well prevail. It is now illegal to fly at 
night  

New Business: 

the disciplinary hearing was explained to all 
present- discussion – it was also discussed 
that non badged employees are only  allowed 
access to flying field and cannot wonder 
around other areas of JSC. 

Membership: 

1 new member, 83 active, 89 total 

Safety: 

Nothing to report  

Treasures report: 

Current balance $7948.60 

Announcement/General Discussion: 

 

MODEL OF MONTH 
by Mike Laible 
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WHATS UP AROUND THE CLUB 
by Mike Laible 
 

As I always say, this section is for the club 
and any inputs you have please pass them 
on.  Lacking any input you are forced to listen 
to me and read my dribble!!! 

First up are some pics of the Shreveport 
Warbird event always held in mid August.  
Yah, LA in August – HOTTTTTTT. 

Anyway, this is Jimmy Mcwilliams AT6.  It is a 
nice looking plane and he was still working 
out the bugs. 

 

Terry Monroe pushing back his Lutwaffe cub. 

 

 

 

The above is the P-40 that Grant Schroeder 
was flying.  Grant is a college studant (Aero) 
and is one heck of a pilot.  Had a several 
great conversations with him, mainly about 
aerospace. 

Check out this sequance of pictures. No 
damage.  WHATTTT 

 

Not good             worse      back on the mains 

Hum, how come that never happens to me! 
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Bum Steer coming in for a landing.  Noticed I 
put the nose art on the left side and most 
pictures on take off/landings are on the right.  
No problem, ordered another one so both 
sides will have the nose art – problem solved. 

 

Look at this motely crew.  I am in the mix with 
6-7 mustangs. 

The next set of pics are incredible.  Could not 
believe someone captured these pics.  First a 
nice P-47 making its flight.  Nice looking 

 

Just moved the B-24 out to fill her up and fly.  
Everything checked out ni the pits and didn’t 
want to get glo fuel all over the black top 

 

P-47 coming in for a landing.  A little cross 
wing and if you are not from JSC RC a lot of 
pilots do not know how to use the left thumb. 

 

Well, this doesn’t look good.  I was on my 
way to pick up fuel and this is about when I 
turned around. 
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Oh boy, not good at all.  If you blow up the pic 
you can see the top sheeting seperating.  
What a raquet it made.

 

Movin the bomber, turning it sideways. 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally came to rest moved 90 degrees. 

 

Post accident commision 

 

This is what the wing tip looked like.  Actually 
not bad.  The rest of the plane was alright.  
Just had to straighten out the landing gear. 
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Wing fixed within the hour and flew!!!  Nice. 

 

Always forget this mans name but this is the 
largest F-86 I have ever seen.  I love that he 
flies it, at least 4 times a day. 

 

Now for some piro techniques.  The pics 
below are of Brandon Courtney flying his 
mustang.  The two pics are entry and exit of 
his mustang. 

 

 

 

If you look close enough you can see some 
residue. 

Next up is the West Texas Warbirds in 
Lubbock.  Ava and I planned to go to the fly in 
and then spend some time in Palo Duro 
Canyon state park.  The fly-in had about 30 
pilots.  However, got to fly with Jimmy 
Cowman.  Ava loved it and actually dropped 
the bombs.  One thing I did not plan on is all 
the recommendations from the pilots on BBQ 
pits, Blenders, home improvement ideas, etc.  
Those guys in Lubbock cost me!!!!! 

Ava looking up a BBQ Pit.  Yes, it was low 
60’s in the morning and then got to high 90’s. 
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John Johnson ready to take off with his 
Cougar.  This is one nice looking jet, smoke, 
lights the whole thing. 

 

The cougar leaving her smoke trail. 

 

After the event took a great pic with Ava.  
This is one of the first.  Elsie and Homeward 
Angel flew great and had 7 flights in a day.  
The award was pilots choice – and I voted for 
the jet!!!  Pilots choice is always a nice award 
to get. 

 

 

Award presentation with Scott Grissman. 
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A pic with Jimmy Cowman and his beautiful 
B-29 and B-25, also the Burton/Laible B-24 

That’s all for this month, 

God speed and safe landings, 

Mike Laible 

SPECIAL BOMBER FLIGHT 
by Mike Laible 
 

Several weeks ago I met Bob Wehner at 
Lone Star Flight Musuem when JSC was 
doing the indoor flight event.  It turns out he 
was a top turret gunner on B-24’s in the 15th 
Airforce.  WOW, I told him about the B-24 
and he mentioned he would love to see it fly. 
So on August 31st I met Bob Wehner out at 
the field. 

He drove to the field by himself and it turned 
out to be a very special event.   

Below is Bob inspecting the pre flight checks. 

 

The first time out the brakes were not 
working.  This is usually a tough decision.  
But longtime ago Herman and I put together a 
no fly list and “no brakes” is a stand down.  

So back to the pits.  It seems the accident 
two weeks ago knock a brake airline loose 
and it finally gave.  No problem and back in 
business. 

Bob Looking on on the take off. 

 

Post flight pic of Bob and myself.  He had 
smiles from ear to ear.  Fitz told me while it 
was flying he mentioned that it was bring 
back memories.  Evgeny got some videos 
and it is awesome to here Bob drop the 
bombs. 

 

One happy gunner. 
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Getting bob’s signature on the bottom of the 
wing.  Four B-24 vetrans have signed the B-
24.  Amazing after the accident I found every 
piece of balsa that had a signature!!! 

 

One last explanation of the bomber workings.  
This was a special day and this was the 77th 
flight of the bomber and this bomb is gold. 

 

Well that’s all for this month.  Lets have fun 
and lets stay safe, remember, we are flying 

on a government secure faciluty and should 
act accordingly.   

One last thought.  A thought I want to pass 
on.  One is when I was in Lubbock all the 
guys there talked about how they will never 
forget when I lost the B-25 and one piece of 
balsa turned up and had “Love you pop” 
written on the bottom.  Wow, that calmed me 
down.  I was with my neighbors son who was 
at a rehab unit in Lubbock.  To this day he 
comments on that piece of balsa being 
positioned how it was.  Second, at Shreveport 
several people mentioned how the P-47 and 
B-24 crash was taken so calmly (I guess they 
did not see me go to the parking lot and 
scream!!).  They mention how no one got 
upset. 

Remember, our words and actions may a 
difference.  Whats on our heart will come out 
our mouth. 

God Speed and safe landings, 

Mike 
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Upcoming Events 

9/14 Dawn Patrol, Kingsbury, Tx 
9/18-21 B-17 Bomber, Monaville, TX 
10/5-6 BEST Electric, New Waverly, Tx 
10/11-12 Space City Warbirds, Katy, TX 
10/19 Prop Nuts Fun Fly, Crosby, Tx 
10/25-26 Jetero Warbird, Dayton, TX 
11/2 Texas City Warbird 
 

Club Officers 
President: 

Mike Laible 281-474-1255(H) 
 713-542-0987 (Cell) 

mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-President:  

Jerry Litjen 713-253-9887 (Cell) 
Treasurer:  

Brian Campopiano 832-524-9590 (H) 
Secretary:  

Kent Stromberg 281-480-0095(H) 
 281-724-3762(W) 

Committees 
Membership: 

Charlie Teixeira 281-642-4557(Cell) 
Safety Officer:  

Joe Schmidt 281-300-1211(Cell) 
 

Instructors 
Chief Instructor: 
Tom Altmeyer: 713 591 2859 
Fixed:  
Mike Laible:  713-542-0987 
James Lemon: 832-385-4779 
Fitz Walker  817-797-9192 
Larry Ammons 832-385-3374 
Gary Wilkerson 
 
Heli& Fixed: 
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H) 
Russell Bear:  281-757-3251 
 
 

The R/C Flyer 
 

Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to 
the Editor, Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 
To get the newsletter via e-mail go to 
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the 
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have 
subscribed, you will automatically receive a 
confirmation email that you must reply to get 
the newsletter each month.  After you confirm 
you are on the newsletter email list.  If you 
have any questions concerning the web site, 
e-mail Randy Collier at 
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 

Club Homepage 
 
http://www.jscrcc.com 
 

FOR SALE 
 

WANTED 
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