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IN THE PITS 
by Mike Laible 

 
Another month has gone by.  I figured this will 
be my 116 consecutive ñIn the Pitsò article 
and at least 140 overall.  Maybe I missed one 
or two but 140.  Wow, thatôs almost as many 
planes I crashed. 
 
I really do not have much club business to 
cover.  Seems like everything is operating 
nicely.  We are going to get weeds taken care 
of (already done).  Iôll be talking to NASA 
about mowing extra width (noticed they just 
mowed, one strip and cut hay in the field) and 
the canopy is in good shape on one side and 
we have the replacement for the other.  So 
just drop a note if you have any inputs. 
 
As you may know I headed to St. Louis for 
several reasons.  One of them was to take 
my Dad to the Show Me Warbird event.  I 
drove a long way and made it to the event.  In 
addition to my Dad, my niece Hailey came 
along.  Below is a pic of all three of us around 
the B-24.  I am finally taller than my Dad!!! 
 
We had a great time and a complete 
coverage of the event can be found later in 
this newsletter.  One thing I must say is that 
everytime I fly at a different field it enhances 
my flying skills.  I highly recommend it to 

everyone, to go to other flyins, scale, fun fly, 
open house, whatever. 

 
 
On that note of flying skills.  I was asked how 
a certain airplane flys and how is the trim.  I 
thought, Hummm, good I guess.  Then I 
remembered a flight trim sheet I put together 
from various books and websights.  This trim 
sheet can be found on the last page of this 
newsletter.  Please review and if you see 
anything that doesnôt sound right lets discuss 
it. 
 
Well, I believe summer is here.  But you do 
have to admit that at least this year summer 
happened in summer.  Usually we get 
summer about spring time.  Come on global 
warming.  
 
As bugs bunny would say, Thatôs all folks. 
 
Safe Landings and Godspeed, 
 

Mike L. 
 

The R/C Flyer 
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JUNE MEETING 
by Mike Laible 

 
Everybody must be on summer vacations.  
Two meetings in a row we had light 
attendance.  I know, you say heh, the 
newsletter is so good why do I need to come 
to the meetings.  Well thanks for the 
compliment but it would be nice to put faces 
to the names. 
 
With that said we had our resident builder 
show up with a new model.  Yep, Herman 
Burton and his P-40, Top Flight .60 size.  
Herman says he calls this the 5 foot scale, 
you have to be five feet away.  Well from the 
pics I have to say its nice looking.  Funny that 
he picked this subject and my Dad has one 
he is finishing up. 

 

 
 

 
 
Herman explaining all the work to date.   
 
MINUTES 
Minutes of 6-9-2016 
 
Guest 
No guests or new members present 
 
New business: 
since we did not have a spring fun fly There 
was discussion to have one on or about Oct 
15th  
Discussion regarding additional mowing and 
weed clearing  
 
Old Business: 
Mike gave recap of War Birds Over NASA 
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Pilots gave positive feedback on use of 
Jimmy Johns for pilot lunches  
One comment stood out as Many club 
members turned out to help with event  
Next year we should add a raffle. 
 
Membership: 
76 members. 
 
Safety: 
No report. 
 

Treasures report: 
$ 4473 
Announcement: 
None 
 
Model of the month: 
Herman Burton and his Top Flight P-40 
 
 

JUNE 2016 MOM 
by Mike Laible 
 

June Model of the Month was Herman Burton 
and his Top Flight P-40 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

S.M.A.L.L. 
by Fitz Walker 

 
Mud! Despite calm winds and relatively clear 
skies, days of rain had left the flying field 
soggy, wet, and very muddy. That was my 
introduction to the Small Model Airplane 
Loverôs League (SMALL) annual event just 
outside Little Rock, Arkansas. After a seven 
hour drive, I was hoping it wasnôt all in vain. 
 

 
 
SMALL is a long running, annual fly-in that 
specializes in just that, small model aircraft. 
Technically anything under 0.26ci (or 0.35ci 
for control line) glow and equivalent electric. 
What makes this event truly unique is the 
variety of models. Control-line, free flight, 
rubber powered, even rocket gliders make an 
appearance. 
 
Since you are dealing with such an eclectic 
group of models, many of the things you see 
flying are one-off and scratch-builds. This is 
most certainly not ARF-a-Palooza. There 
were also more .049 powered planes than 
Iôve ever seen in one place (there were also 
numerous .020 and even .010 r/c planes). In 
fact, for this event I resuscitated a very old 
.049 Guillows Spitfire free-flight to R/C 
conversion I had built decades ago. 
 
What was really surprising about this event is 
that it pulled people from all corners from the 
US. California, Ohio, Texas, Tennessee, to 
name a few, had people there. My road trip 
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was meager compared to several other 
visitors. 
 
Except for the mud (which my car was briefly 
stuck in), the event was great, weather was 
actually pretty good, and I did lots of flying. It 
was a wonderful, low key but highly 
entertaining event that I will probably attend 
again next year. 
 

 
 

 

WATERBOARD 
 
by Hank Ram 

 
Hi Mike 
 
So May and June have been a little rainy for 
flying. 
 
The evening of Friday June 3rd conditions 
were just fine for flying at JSC , as long as 
you were flying an air-boat. 
 
Don White came out to join me in navigating 
Miss Lafayette around Lake Johnson. 
 
Hank 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

WHATS UP AROUND THE CLUB 
 
by Mike Laible 

 
This last month, after I recovered from losing 
Stinky (donôt know if I am fully recovered) I 
decided to drive up to the Show Me warbird 
event.  This event is held on Steve Forrest 
private home in Columbia, MO.  I drove to St 
Louis, picked up my dad and drove two hours 
to Columbia.  After 15 hours in the car I was 
really wondering if I was nuts or not. 
 
I think losing Stinky drove me nuts.  Well, I 
calmed down and when we turned into the 
farm field my Dadôs jaw dropped.  They had a 
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place in the shade wating for him, even saved 
a parking spot.  The planes were 
unbelievable and a lot of Pilots I just saw in 
Monroe LA were present.  I quickly knew this 
was the right decision. 
 

 
 

 
Two Laibles under a tent.  Sweet. 

 
 
The old SPAD.  I got three flights in on the 
SPAD and she flew great.  Really getting a 
handle on the take off and loving every 
minute of it.  This is the first time dad saw it 
fly.  This is one of the few models he 
completed all the way.  I usually pick them up 
and finish them out ï rvit/panel lines and 
paint.  But a few years back he finished and 
painted the SPAD. 
 

 
Ahh, nothing better than a bent wing. 
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A nice P-40 

 
A fraction of all the planes 

 
Is it real??? 
 

 
Lyle Vasser and his B-25 

 
It always draws a crowd.  My niece holding 
on. 

 
Still looking good after 4 years and 48 flights. 
 


