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Next Meeting – JUNE 9th, 2016,Clear Lake Park Building– 7:00 PM
Foresters invitational in Columbia, MO. This
is a fund raiser for the Veterans Honor Flight.
I am picking up my Dad and heading over to
the fly-in. I will be taking the SPAD that my
Dad built. Also, Herman has given me the
IN THE PITS
keys to tote the bomber up there.

I write this on the first of June and the
weather has been wet but rather pleasant. I
also write this with a weary heart pertaining to
this hobby. Seems like I am stuck on a
maximum of 40 flights per plane. If I am
going to fly them hard I need to up my quality
control.
I was at the Northwest Louisiana Warbird fly
in. The day was great and the P-47 was
keeping up with the best of them. Perfect
take-offs and landings. I was on my fifth flight
on the P-47 and it started getting intermittent
drop outs. Called emergency landing mad a
great 360 and was about 15 feet over the
runway and bam, no control and it turned into
a lawn dart. Post flight analysis found a worn
wire on the Rx switch. See more in the
newsletter.
With that said I am out of gas for this
newsletter. I have a lot of pictures and will
put some captions on them. First time I
believe I actually wrote in a text – I am out of
this hobby.
One good thing from the P-47 crash is I
decided to slow down and skip Warbirds over
Texas. This allows me to attend Steve

My trusty build companion

Another one in the hanger. This is an F8F-2
nearly ready for fiberglass.
Safe Landings and Godspeed,
Mike L.
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MAY MEETING
by Mike Laible

The May meeting was lightly attended but we
had two good show and tells. The first is
Brian Campopiano showing off an old
receiver and servo set-up. He came across
this old hardware when helping Resha Hill.
It’s amazing to think we used to stuff all that
into an airplane.
Waiting for the final paint job.
I think that is all for the meeting part. The
minutes are below.
MINUTES
Minutes of 5-12-2016
Guest
No guests or new members present

Brian with the servo receiver and set-up
Herman showing off his latest P-40 Warhawk.
It will be powered by an OS gasser. Look for
his entertaining article later on.

New business:
Announcement from Clearlake Park
regarding areas of the park being closed
while new playground equipment bring
installed
Discussion of Warbird event will apply for
next year on same weekend
Old Business:
None
Membership:
76 members, three new members.
Safety:
Safety committees reminder that no planes
beyond while line
Treasures report:
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$ 3753.21 without outstanding deposits of
approximately $500
Announcement:
None

start. Since it will be electric powered and
needs to be light this build is going to be a
challenge for this heavy builder.
The picture below is of the fuselage with
sheeting nearing completion. I will do some
beefing up against the designer’s

Model of the month:
None

advice to avoid adding weight. I can always
use bigger, better and more efficient motors
than the designer used some years ago using
NiCads and geared motors right? The plan is
to power it with two E-flite brushless
outrunner 25s and HiTec 60A SBECs.

MAY 2016 MOM
by Mike Laible

No one entered a MOM

TWIN OTTER BUILD
by Charlie Teixeira

Somewhere I saw a picture of a DHC-6
deHavalland Twin Otter distributed by Hanger
9 that caught my eye and decided that is just
what I needed (?). An electric ARF, high wing
with fixed gear. Perfect, what could be
simpler? Unfortunately the Hanger 9 model is
no longer available and searches everywhere
did not result in a viable option for getting
one. However I did come across Twin Otter
plans by Ivan Pettigraw out of Canada. He
has loads of plans out on the Web including
an 84” and a 67” semi-scale version of the
Twin Otter. Having sworn off of kit building for
a while did I now want to even think about a
scratch build? Well, it was a long and windy
winter.
I bought the plans for the 67” version and got
laser cut parts from Manzano’s Laser Works
(I guess this makes it a short kit) and started
the build several months ago. Having a huge
box of leftover balsa I thought I could build
most of the plane with balsa that I had.
Wrong! The box of scrap balsa is now
overflowing. This model’s construction is
basically a stick model sheeted with 1/16
balsa and calls for a lot of 3/16 balsa sticks.
After several trips to Samano’s I was ready to

The 3” nose cone was to be carved out of
blocks of balsa but even with sharp blades
and a power plane decided that was not fun.
Recalling Fitz’s talk about 3-D printers
available at the Freeman library, I decided to
give it a try. Got lucky finding a parabolic
cone file very close to the shape required,
scaled it, saved the file in the right format and
got the 3D printer to put out a near perfect
nose cone.
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The picture shows the original laminated
block of balsa I started with and the 3D
printed cone prior to some minor sanding.
This was a fun experience I’m sure will be
repeated on future models.
The tail feathers are completed except for
final sanding. The fin was a little “flimsy” so I
added cap strips to the 1/16 ribs for a little
more strength and more surface area for the
covering to adhere to.
Problems constructing the wing would take
several pages to describe. Very minute
details shown in the drawings can easily be
over looked (by me) and limited building
instructions resulted in a wing that I would not
cover let alone fly. To top it off, I preferred to
have rib caps on the meager 1/16 ribs for
some added strength but the rib design and
laser cut ribs were not sized to allow caps.
The design also called for a “cuff” (outer
portion of wing extends past leading edge of
the inner wing section) which is a
complicating feature and one that I have
never seen on any of the many pictures I
have seen of real Otters. At this point I was
ready to scrap the project and salvage what I
could for another project.

Being a gluten for punishment I decided to
“fix what was broke” requiring tearing off the
leading edge sheeting and making some new
leading edge ribs, and modifying where the
sheeting ends on the main spar to allow for
capping the ribs. The picture shows the wing
after removal of the leading edge sheeting.
Building should go smoother from here on out
and covering should start by the time you
read this. This build has been an interesting
and challenging project and I hope to have it
finished by summers end.

P-40 CRASH LANDING
by Herman Burton

There is never a shortage of stories when
building a model airplane. Even though I
have been building for nearly 20 years now, a
recent “first time ever” event occurred I
wanted to share with our club readers.
Hopefully, my mishaps will make the
members’ efforts less traumatic if they listen
to and follow the advice I will be offering in
this article. But, “S#*T happens”, and if it
does, I will outline several steps herein to
cover your tracks so no one knows the latest
stupid trick you pulled, like I just did, when I
“crashed” my in progress new warbird.
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In articles the club newsletter published
earlier this year I discussed my latest building
effort, a 60-size Great Planes Gold Edition P40E Warhawk. Those articles discussed
some of the building efforts, and some photos
of the progress “in the bones”. I brought the
plane to the April meeting to show the nearly
complete plane, and displayed a new paint
scheme I had hoped to use to paint this fully
sheeted warbird. I passed around the split
flaps to show how smooth a paint system
could be achieved without the necessity of
fiberglassing, a time consuming and tedious
chore requiring a lot of sanding.
Shortly after that April meeting, I was ready to
paint the fuselage with a Rustoleum “rattle
can” desert tan finish color, afterwards to
apply a darker olive green color for
camouflage replication. As I attempted to
hang the completed and ready to paint
fuselage from the garage door steel track in
my garage, I used a stout nylon cord. The
engine motor mounts were left in the nose to
have a sturdy mounting location from which
to hang the plane. I threw the nylon cord over
the top of the garage door track, pulled it up
tight, and tied a knot. As soon as I took my
hands off the plane and put the weight of the
plane on the string’s knot, the knot came
loose and the plane fell several feet tail first to
the concrete floor! I am not allowed to repeat
the words that came out of my mouth---the
editor would delete them!!
The first photo below shows the vertical fin
after I picked up the plane and sat it down on
my work bench. The sheeting had numerous
failure cracks, plus some of the structural
inside components had slight fractures.
Rather than cursing my stupidity (which I did
many times) I decided to use the experience
to help fellow modelers learn how to repair
bad crashes. So, the rest of this article is
devoted to “How to repair major nasty skin
tears and breaks!”

On more than one occasion, I have needed to
repair breaks in skin sheeting, and without
exception the cracks have been, and can be,
successfully repaired without the necessity of
tearing off the sheeting and starting over.

Even though the cracks are substantial, go
slow and easy and you will have success.
First, gently start pulling the main big cracks
together with your hands, and you will be
amazed at the fact many of the large cracks
can be pulled tightly together. Use thin CA,
and when the big cracks are tight touching
each other, apply some CA along the crack.
In this instance, I started at the top of the
notch in the fin. That was glued, and at the
same time the smaller cracks going toward
the leading edge came together. Use CA to
glue that one next. Then, any other cracks
that do not have vertical separation should be
glued. The last is the most difficult, and that
is where the sheeting physically has a gap
(not in the same plane). I use a small T-pin,
and curve the tip like a fish hook. Use this
hook to gently pull up the skin from down
below until it is in the same plane as the
adjacent sheeting. Apply thin CA again, and
repeat until all the cracks are glued.
Before proceeding, go over all the joints
again with thin CA. Wipe off any excess,
then you are ready to move on.
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I have found using one-part Bondo
automotive filler works very good to repair the
imperfections in the surface . Apply the
Bondo with a putty knife where there are low
spots, allow to dry, and sand smooth. You
might very well need to apply another layer of
Bondo, depending on how successful your
attempts were at getting a smooth skin.
Regardless, the objective is to minimize the
amount of Bondo, so your plane does not get
tail heavy. Lastly, use your favorite sanding
block to sand smooth. The second photo
shows the finished tail fin, ready for priming
and painting. Not very pretty in this
configuration, but repaired much faster than

doing no other damage, revealed a well
designed airplane.

WHATS UP AROUND THE CLUB
by Mike Laible

This month’s article I want to start out by
saying “Show me“ still has a life. It seems my
Dad’s granddaughter took to an air show. At
the air show was the B-25 Show Me. He
started talking to the guys and they
remembered him from the model. Well one
thing led to another and he was on his way to
flying in the plane. On requirement is you
have to get in it by yourself.
Well my dad isn’t what he used to be so the
pic below shows a bunch of guys shoving his
fanny through and door. He made it

trying to remove the damaged fin and
applying a new skin.
One of the features of Bondo that is
appealing to me is the fact it dries very
quickly, and can be sanded in a matter of
minutes.
The next pic is him waiting
So, there are a few pointers to you RC
enthusiasts to hopefully help you repair a
skinned airplane if you flunked “Boy Scouts
101 Knot Tying!” I repeated the course twice,
and flunked both times.
I was pleasantly surprised, looking back in
hindsight, to learn the hard way that the basic
tail feathers are very strong. Having the
fuselage fall from several feet and hitting the
top of the fin, and only cracking the skin and

The R/C Flyer - Page 6

All in and ready to go.

This is Brett Bowling’s Memphis Bell.
Next up is some info on the Austin Warbird
event. This was a grand event and 75 pilots
registered.
Below is a pic of the Walker/Laible pit area.
B-24, P-47, Spad, Zero, etc. What a hanger.

The SPAD getting ready for a sortie.

Below is Matt Keller’s F8F. Truly a work of
art.

Spad coming in for a landing. This plane is
starting to rack up the flights. I am past my
dangerous 40 mark.
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What a line up of planes.
Now for Monroe fly in, Northwest Louisiana
Warbirds. First look what happen to my P-47
battery wire. Poorly packed battery and too
much vibration.

Is it real??

This is one heck of a turbine. This was flown
by the guys from Mexico. They were a hoot
and brought some impressive planes.

End results.

I guess this answers the question, :Were did
the Bees go”
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finish my story. It rained all day Friday,
BUCKETS. So the grass runway was water
logged and wet Saturday. Also the corn grew
and so did the grass.

Barry Rayburn and his magnificent Corsair. I
pitted with him all weekend and it was a blast.
I learned a lot

This is an all grass runway and the first time
the B-24 flew off grass.

A look at the planes. Also, check out the corn
on the end of the runway.

Well I got all the way to the end of the runway
and put the power on the B-24. Well, it
started to roll, rolled a little fast, and heck half
way down the runway I had maybe half the
speed I needed. Ok, crap, do I abort before I
start picking corn. I committed. I was pulling
back on the stick and it was like the front
wheel had glue on it. That big old bird lifted
up and airflow swooshed the corn.
I could hear a sigh of relief from the gallery.
Wow, wet grass slowed it down more than I
thought.
Anyway, that’s all guys. Oh yah, Herman you
can come back now.
Mike

So here is a story. Herman – stop reading
now. Ok, now since Herman is gone I can
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Upcoming Events
April 23,
May 6,7
June 10-11

Warbirds over JSC
Austin RC Warbird
Warbirds over Texas

Club Officers
President:
Mike Laible

281-474-1255(H)
713-542-0987 (Cell)
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net

Vice-President:
Jerry Litjen
Treasurer:
Dave Hoffman
Secretary:
Kent Stromberg
Membership Committee
Herman Burton
Safety Officer:
Dave Bacque

Club Homepage
http://www.jscrcc.com

713-253-9887 (Cell)

FOR SALE
281-479-1945(W)
832-689-620(Cell)
281-480-0095(H)
281-724-3762(W)
281-474-7133(H)
281-486-1695(H)

Instructors
Chief Instructor:
Dave Hoffman:
Fixed:
Mike Laible:
James Lemon:
Herman Burton:
Dave Bacque:
Tom Altmyer

subscribed, you will automatically receive a
confirmation email that you must reply to get
the newsletter each month. After you confirm
you are on the newsletter email list. If you
have any questions concerning the web site,
e-mail Randy Collier at
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net

832-689-6201 (Cell)
713-542-0987 (Cell)
832-385-4779
281-474-7133
832-216-2566
713 591 2859

Top Flite 60 size Corsair, kit built, saito 1.25 4
stroke, Robart retracts. Asking $1000.00,
cantact David Angel at
rocketguy88@gmail.com
A Spektrum™ AS3X®(Artificial
Stabilization – 3-aXis) 6 ch receiver which
combines AS3X technology with a DSMX®
receiver in a single unit. Programming is
made easy via PC or an iOS/Android
mobile device. This RX lists for $89-$99
and came with an airplane I purchased at
the JSC swap meet but since I am not a
Spektrum user is being offered for sale for
$45. Contact Charlie at 281-642-4557.

WANTED
Ziroli B-25. Call Mike Laible 713-542-0987

Heli& Fixed:
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H)
Supported Special Interest Groups:
SAM Chapter 82, Membership, Don White,
white1962@sbcglobal.net, 281 883-9159.

The R/C Flyer
Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to
the Editor, Mike Laible at
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net
To get the newsletter via e-mail go to
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have
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