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In The Pits
By Michael Laible, President

WOW, where does the time go. I can’t be-
lieve another month has gone by. One of 
these months I will get my article to Randy 
on time. Oh well, it is what it is and you 
probably will get this newsletter the week 
of the meeting.

I am at a loss for words this month so this 
will be a short one. One last item, why don’t 
we have a Mcx fly in at this months meet-
ing. Everyone can bring their Mcx and we 
can take turns flying and give everyone a 
chance. We could make a hoop and landing 
pad course and time how long it takes to 
complete the landing. I will also bring the 
Midwest big bird DVD.

Until next month - - -

See ya at the field.

Mike

I have had several great flying sessions 
since the last club meeting. All have  
been successful. The one set back 
is that I fractured a carb base on my  
Thunder Tiger 60. Just fatigue it in half. 
Well, I guess I have a knack in finding 
the natural frequencies!!

The fun fly and BBQ was great. We had 
five pilots and about a dozen on-lookers.  
The weather, food, and fellowship were 
great. It was great to see some new 
members and some old time members.  
I hope everyone had a great time and 
would like to see this as a yearly event  
and maybe even twice a year, a spring and 
fall event.
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The first event of the morning was Climb and Glide with Spot Landing.  
This is always a lot of fun, and is simple, easy and enjoyable to watch.  
The pilot starts his plane’s engine, and at the moment his wheels leave 
the runway, he has 20 seconds to climb as high as he can, at which time 
he then kills his plane’s engine and glides back to a spot landing on the 
runway. For every one foot the pilot  misses the designated spot, one 
second is deducted from his glide time.
Several pilots had very large negative numbers for their score, which 
only means they were an extremely long distance away from the desig-
nated spot on the runway.

The final results of this event were:
 1st place Ki Siu Kwan with a grand total of 64 seconds
 2nd place David Bacque, 43 seconds
 3rd place James Lemon minus 154 seconds
 4th place Mike Laible, with a minus 207 seconds
 Herman Burton was disqualified when he could 
 not kill his engine  after 20 sec.

James Lemon’s plane is shown below

FUN, FLYING AND FELLOWSHIP
By Herman Burton

May 16, 2009, the club had its annual spring Fun Fly, and fun it was.  
Five pilots entered the three events directed by James Lemon, the CD 
(Contest Director). A good turnout by members, wives and children made 
for a spirited cheering section for the pilots in their quest to win the dif-
ferent events.

The first photo below shows the plane belonging to Dave Bacque.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The above photo is of Mike Laible’s plane.

The third event to take place was ETA, or Estimated Time of Arrival.  In 
this event the participant estimates the time he is airborne, after having 
randomly selected a slip of paper that has a time specified of between 
one minute and two and a half minutes.  The winner is the pilot who 
estimates his flying time (from takeoff to touch down) the nearest to the 
time he is required to remain airborne.

And the winners are:
 1st Place Mike Laible +11 seconds
 2nd place David Bacque  +15 seconds
 3rd place Ki Siu Kwan  +25 seconds
 4th place James Lemon minus (-) 39 seconds

The second event of the day was the Dice Roll.  In this event six maneu-
vers are selected by the CD, and numbered from one to six.  The maneu-
vers selected this year were a simple roll, an inside loop, an Immelman 
turn, a half Cuban eight, a split S and an outside loop. The contestant 
rolls one di to determine which maneuver he performs, and then he rolls 
the di a second time to know how many times the maneuver must be 
performed.  

The results of the Dice Roll:
 1st place James Lemon, 12.69 seconds
 2nd place Ki Siu Kwan, 14.66 seconds
 3rd place David Bacque, 21.68 seconds
 4th place Mike Laible, 34.22 seconds

The photo below is of Herman Burton’s plane.



Field Images
By Randy Collier

Here are a couple of images that I have taken while at the field.

The club awards monetary prizes of $15 for first place, $10 for second 
place, and $5 for third place in each of the events.  

The winnings for the spring Fun Fly, 2009, are:
 Ki Siu Kwan $30
 David Barque $25
 James Lemon $20
 Mike Laible $15

After the flying was finished, hot dogs, potato chips and soft drinks were 
served to everyone present.  All in all, it was a lot of fun, and the club 
is considering a Fall Fun Fly. So next time, come out and watch the fun, 
and enjoy the wonderful comaderie.

The author apologizes profusely for not having a picture of  
Ki Siu Kwun’s plane. 
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