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Next Meeting – MAY 12th, 2016,Clear Lake Park Building– 7:00 PM
Larson put on a formation flight show two Top
Flite Mustangs, Corey dazzled the sky with
smoke trails from “Stinky”, formation flight of
three bombers, a great formation of F8F,
Mustang, and BF-109, Randy kicking a plane,
IN THE PITS
Laible causing a groan injury, formation
by Mike Laible
landings, even a leap frog on landing. The
list goes on. We even found out the mystery
As I write this it is the weekend between two
of the “Smoking Hole Chair”, it was one of our
great fly-ins. One in Austin and one at the
own members, Hummm, you guys playing
Johnson Space Center.
games on me.
Yes, the Johnson Space Center. We had our
I received numerous positive comments.
“Warbirds over JSC” on April 23 and I have to
“Thank You JSC for everything, the day was
say it could not have been better. First, right
great and Ill be back”, “This is one not to
off the top I want to give everybody in the
miss”, “The JSC Crew did an outstanding
club a great that a boy. You guys came
job”, an so on. Check out the district VIII
together like I have never seen before. From
event write up, http://www.ama-dist-8.org/ ,
moving water, selling concessions, parking
duty, judging, etc, you guys were great.
The weather was flawless. The real story is
what it took prior to that day. NASA was
close to postponing the fly-in. I was asked at
one time to consider moving the fly in,
everyone was concerned about the field
conditions. We held fast and pushed forward
(I should say pushed water). The little pump
blaster worked great and we did have help
from her father, the super blaster (thanks
Jerry).
By the time the fly-in rolled around the field
could not have looked better. Really,
because of you guys this event was a hit. So
I am looking back over the day and the flying
was non-stop. Greg Yancy and Randy

In closing, my favorite pic with all the guys.
Check the complete story later on.
Safe Landings and Godspeed,
Mike L.
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APRIL MEETING
by Mike Laible

The March meeting had four models and one
show and tell. It was a nice meeting and
there was something for everyone. I keep
forgetting to ask the model owners to drop
me a note on the models so once again I will
try to wing it.

Bill Schwander with his Piper L-4
Grasshopper.

Larry Bailey’s Hughes 500e

Camran’s Dornier Do 27. I believe this is the
first plane manufactured by Germany after
WWII. Observation plane carrying 4-6
people.

Larry Bailey showing off his Hughes
helicopter. As per Larry, “It is electric
powered with a 6 cell lipo and an 840 kw
motor. It has 5 blades as the full scale one
does and is controlled by a beastx gyro. This
project took about 4 years to work out all
problems encountered, and now flys great.”

Camran showing off his new Warbird. One of
the neatest statements I heard at the Warbird
meet is Camran, with confidence stating,
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“Yes, and next year I will be flying at Warbirds
over JSC.” Well, he is on his way, JSC’s
newest pilot.

Saturday to sweep and replace broken ties
etc. on Canopy move tables from under Tent.
Herman to bring tables. Various people will
being tents 4 pledged by members.
Membership:
73 members including 2 past members just
signing up.
Safety:
None
Treasures report:
$3259.00 there is several deposits to be
made from Swap meet, change and new
member checks.

Bill Schwander and his Cessna wooden
model. Nice piece of work (the model not
Bill). I witness Billy give one of these to a
Special needs kid and his eyes lit up.

Announcement:
None
Model of the month:
Larry Bailey

However. For now I gotta ask “Billy, what’s in
that glass?”

APRIL 2016 MOM
by Mike Laible

MINUTES
Guest
None
New business:
None
Old Business:
Discussion of War Bird Fly in- James Lemon,
Herman Burton, Don White, Mike Hudson,
and Jerry Litjen will be judges. Herman made
up simple score sheet for all to use based on
10 point system. Boeing donated two
trophies that were on display at meeting, P51 and B-17 plus a Boeing banner for display.
Herman will direct flight line. Mike Hudson
and volunteers will do refreshments. Jerry
and Larry will handle parking. Fitz will
announce. Ken White will bring PA system.
Kent will sell hats and shirts. Work day This

Larry Bailey and is gorgeous Hughes 500e
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ADDENDUM TO LAST MONTHS
MOM
by Mike Laible

I really did not get the notes on this model so
this is what Glen sent me.
“The Helium MG-2 is a rudder, elevator, and
spoiler (RES) 2-meter motorized glider. It is a
laser kit manufactured by Stevens Aero
model of Colorado Springs, CO. This model
is a favorite of the Pikes Peak Soaring
Society RC Club for their 2-meter glider
contest. This particular glider is equipped with
an E-Flite 460 motor, a 30 amp ESC and an
1800 man Lipo battery and weights 30
ounces. It’s covered with Ultracote; however,
it's typically covered with Aerolite to save a
couple of ounces to make it more
competitive. The kit is laser cut from hand
selected balsa and carbon fiber reinforced
wing spars.”
GLEN POPE (gpope31@prodigy.net)

P-40 WARHAWK HISTORY
by Mike Laible

In an earlier newsletter, I wrote an article
about a new building project I was embarking
on, the Top Flite Gold Edition P-40E
Warhawk. I concluded that article with a note
that in a later newsletter, I would write a brief
history about the P-40. Here is that history.

If the Curtiss P-40 Warhawk was not the best
fighter in the arsenal of the United States
Army Air Corps (USAAC) when the United
States entered into World War II, it was the
most numerous type available. The Lockheed
P-38 Lightning could outperform the P-40,
especially at high altitude, but the P-40 was
less expensive to build and maintain, and--most important---it was in large scale
production at a critical period in the nation’s
history when fighter planes were needed in
large numbers.
A total of 11,998 P-40s were built before
production was terminated in 1944.
Warhawks constituted the principal armament
of the USAAC fighter squadrons throughout
1942 and 1943. Even after the appearance
of newer types of fighter aircraft rendered the
P-40 obsolete, it continued to contribute to
victory in a variety of Allied air forces.
In February 1937, while the USAAC was
evaluating aircraft for production, it contracted
with Curtiss to re-engineer its prototype
fighter to test the potential of a highly
promising new liquid-cooled V-12 engine, the
turbocharged General Motors Allison V-1710.
First flown in 1937, the XP-37 as the new
aircraft was called at that time was not an
unqualified success. Although its 1,150-hp
Allison engine and aerodynamic lines gave it
far better performance that its predecessor, it
had a number of serious drawbacks as a
combat plane. The General Electric
turbosupercharger boosted the plane’s critical
operating altitude---that is, the altitude at
which the supercharger would operate at
peak efficiency---to 20,000 feet, but it proved
unreliable and likely to catch fire. In addition,
the cockpit had to be moved aft to balance
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the heavy engine and its bulky
turbosupercharger, which reduced pilot
visibility.
Curtiss’s chief engineer, Don Berlin, made
several key changes to improve overall
performance, and finally came up with its
Model 81, but the Air Corps called it the XP40. The prototype was first flown on October
14, 1938. Curtiss had guaranteed that the
XP-40 would achieve 360 mph, but the
prototype was not immediately able to do so.
After a series of modifications that took
several more months, the fighter finally
demonstrated a top speed of 366 mph at
15,000 feet. The most conspicuous change
was the relocation of the radiator to a new
position under the nose, giving the P-40 its
most characteristic feature.
By far the most renowned of all Curtiss
fighters were the 100 dispatched to China for
use with the American Volunteer Group
(AVG), or “Flying Tigers”. Usually referred to
as P-40s, they were technically Tomahawk
Mk. IIs that had been built for the British. The
Flying Tigers got their idea for their famous
shark mouth marking from magazine
photographs of No.112 Squadron’s colorful
Tomahawks. The AVG’s exploits made the
shark mouth so famous, however, that P-40
units all over the world began copying it from
them.
Technically, the AVG personnel were U.S.
citizens employed by the Nationalist Chinese
government. Because of that, their P-40s
were painted with Chinese insignia. Their
success, highly publicized in the United
States, was actually something of an
embarrassment to the USAAC, and its
successor, the USAAF. The AVG was

disbanded when an agreement was reached
with the Chinese government to induct the P40s and their P-40s into the USAAF on July
2, 1942.
The P-40’s performance was always
regarded as inferior to its German
contemporaries, the Me-109 and the
FockeWulf Fw-190, especially at altitudes
above 15,000 feet. It could also be
outmaneuvered and out climbed by the
Japanese Mitsubishi Zero. The availability of
better fighters, such as the P-38 Lightning, P47 Thunderbolt and P-51 Mustang, rendered
the Warhawk obsolete by 1944.
Nevertheless, many continued to be used in
the South Pacific and China-Burma-India
theaters right up until the end of World War II.
Although the P-40 was not the best fighter
plane of its era, it was among the most
ubiquitous. Few aircraft have seen combat in
as many theaters, under as wide a variety of
climatic conditions, or with as many different
air arms as the Warhawk. P-40s were in
action from the Arctic to the tropics, from the
desert to the jungle, and from sea level to the
Himalayas. In addition to the U.S.Army Air
Forces, Warhawks were used by British,
Australian, New Zealand, South African,
Canadian, Dutch, Free French, Soviet,
Chinese, Egyptian and Turkish fighter units.
Whether it was known as the P-40, the
Tomahawk, the Kittyhawk or the Warhawk,
Curtiss-Wright’s fighter was one of the truly
classic combat aircraft of World War II.
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Everyone started getting settled and parking
did not seem to be a problem. We did have
to keep them off the grass because of all the
water. The parking team did a great job.

WARBIRDS OVER JSC
by Mike Laible

Next came the pilots meeting. I tried to keep
it short and light hearted. The pic below is
me describing the flight boundaries, “If you hit
the crane you are too far”. Seem to get a
laugh.
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Warbirds
over JSC 2016 is
in the books.
What an event it
was. Perfect weather
and the flying field looked
I
C
O
spectacular.
As far as I
L
CO
N T R O
could tell it went off without
a hitch. You guys rock.
So let’s walk through the event. This is what
it looked like Thursday evening. A lot of
water has already been moved and working
on the lakes over JSC.

Next came the national anthem. Larry and
Brian approached me earlier in the week
about flying the flag with his quad. It turned
out to be great and it was a beautiful site in
the cloudless morning sky.

Everybody working hard...

I arrived at the field around 6 AM Saturday
morning watching the full moon set and then
the sunrise. This is what the field looked like
prior to everyone arriving. NICEEEEE.
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Some individual pictures of the bombers.

Dalton keeping things under control. He has
that authority look.

How about a bomber fly by. This was the
flight around noon. Everybody got the bombs
dropped and we had several good formation
fly bys. I am glad somebody got a picture.

Fitz flying his Ki-46 Dinah. I remember when
he brought this model to the club meeting. I
really loved the lines, so sleek. I am glad he
got it out and it got a lot of attention. Ed
Kettler told me a story that he met a
Japanese pilot that flew these, actually the
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plane in the museum. I love these fly ins for
the stories that are exchanged.

A B-17 smoking from engine damage, flying
low trying to avoid the Luftwaffe, BF-109.

A formation flight of the P-51, F8F, and BF109.

Ok, doesn’t get better than this. Corey does
a nice loop with the smoke on. It looked so
nice against the crisp blue sky.

Now that is flying low. On one pass you
could hear the props strike the pavement.
After he landed the proof was in the pudding,
½” shorter prop.
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After the three plane formation landing (that
was really nice) the pilots pose for a picture

Two mustangs screaming through the sky,
These planes were piloted by Randy Larson
and Greg Yancy.

They put on a nice show. They even landed
in formation but Randy got a little close to the
yellow nose and had to leap frog. That was
something to see.

A true Boeing fighter. Butch McEacharn built
a wonderful P-26 Peashooter. Unfortunately
it was not ready to fly.

Lee Ray with his nice P-38

James Lemon and his SPAD XIII

The R/C Flyer - Page 9

Yes, we found out who the owner of the
Smoking Hole Chair is, Kent Stromberg.
Here Corey gets it ready for Greg Yancy.

Greg Yancy poising with “Exterminator” for
Boeing Best Fighter.

First formal use of the Smoking Hole Chair.

Butch McEachern poising with the Steerman
for Best of Show. The flights looked so real
you wanted to hop in the plane

Randy Larson and Fuddy Duddy poising for
the Boeing Best Bomber.

The two B-17 bombers, all the way from
Austin.
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Ok, it’s hard to see, but in this image is a full
scale B-17. Very top center.

Thanks guys for making it possible. This
picture is missing a few others but thanks so
much for everything you guys did. We have
set the bar high. Till next year.
Mike
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Upcoming Events
April 23,
May 6,7
June 10-11

Warbirds over JSC
Austin RC Warbird
Warbirds over Texas

Club Officers
President:
Mike Laible

281-474-1255(H)
713-542-0987 (Cell)
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net

Vice-President:
Jerry Litjen
Treasurer:
Dave Hoffman
Secretary:
Kent Stromberg
Membership Committee
Herman Burton
Safety Officer:
Dave Bacque

Club Homepage
http://www.jscrcc.com

713-253-9887 (Cell)

FOR SALE
281-479-1945(W)
832-689-620(Cell)
281-480-0095(H)
281-724-3762(W)
281-474-7133(H)
281-486-1695(H)

Instructors
Chief Instructor:
Dave Hoffman:
Fixed:
Mike Laible:
James Lemon:
Herman Burton:
Dave Bacque:
Tom Altmyer

subscribed, you will automatically receive a
confirmation email that you must reply to get
the newsletter each month. After you confirm
you are on the newsletter email list. If you
have any questions concerning the web site,
e-mail Randy Collier at
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net

832-689-6201 (Cell)
713-542-0987 (Cell)
832-385-4779
281-474-7133
832-216-2566
713 591 2859

Top Flite 60 size Corsair, kit built, saito 1.25 4
stroke, Robart retracts. Asking $1000.00,
cantact David Angel at
rocketguy88@gmail.com
A Spektrum™ AS3X®(Artificial
Stabilization – 3-aXis) 6 ch receiver which
combines AS3X technology with a DSMX®
receiver in a single unit. Programming is
made easy via PC or an iOS/Android
mobile device. This RX lists for $89-$99
and came with an airplane I purchased at
the JSC swap meet but since I am not a
Spektrum user is being offered for sale for
$45. Contact Charlie at 281-642-4557.

WANTED
Ziroli B-25. Call Mike Laible 713-542-0987

Heli& Fixed:
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H)
Supported Special Interest Groups:
SAM Chapter 82, Membership, Don White,
white1962@sbcglobal.net, 281 883-9159.

The R/C Flyer
Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to
the Editor, Mike Laible at
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net
To get the newsletter via e-mail go to
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have
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