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IN THE PITS 
by Mike Laible 
 

The weather has been crazy lately.  I think I 
got in two flights in since the last meeting.  
One good thing about the bad weather is that 
I am getting some building in.  So let’s hope 
that all this rain early will keep late April dry. 

First off this month I would like to thank 
everyone that put the new canopy on and 
added the broken stringers.  Thanks a bunch 
guys.  The last time I was out things looked 
great.  I do want to mention that the power 
strip was tripping the power so the power 
strip is toast, we disconnected it.  Also, one 
receptacle is bad. 

At the meeting I mentioned that the way 
security is set up they would not know if 
someone is a guest or a member.  I was 
reminded that the by-laws do state that guest 
must be accompanied by a member.  Actually 
the wording is:  

“The only people with permission to fly on the JSC flying site 

(Building 14 Antenna Range) are JSCRCC current Club 
members, and guests with a current AMA 

license/membership card accompanied by a JSC or JSCRCC 

Club member.  No JSCRCC Club member may fly without 

his/her AMA membership card.”   
 

So, we need to make sure members 
accompany guest out at the flying field. 

Now for another sticky subject.  I want to 
mention that when flying, whatever it may be, 
let’s make sure that it is following the AMA 
safety code.  This means all flying must be 
Line Of Sight (LOS).  Even under the FAA 
part 107 you need to fly VLOS, no visual aids 
(only with waiver and UAS license).  So guys 
let’s keep this in mind when flying are quads 
or FPV airplanes, it must remain in LOS. 

Speaking of Quads/Drones, I was at the field 
and Fitz was out at the field with a 3DR 
SOLO.  He picked it up from best buy for 
$300, it was a nice machine.  Well, I had to 
get one.  Now all I need is a GoPro hero 3 or 
4.  Anybody got a used Hero 3 for sale??? 

Coming up in March and April we have two 
events coming up.  The swap meet is on 
March 25th and Jerry will be leading that 
activity.  If anyone wants to help in this event 
please give Jerry a call.  On April 22nd we 
have the Warbirds over JSC.  I’ll be heading 
this one up.  At the February meeting will be 
discussing this event and the swap meet. 

 

So, that’s all for this month, safe Landings 
and Godspeed, 

 

Mike L. 
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JANUARY MEETING 
by Mike Laible 

 
Due to our change to the Christmas Party, 
the Model Of the Year (MOY) was 
rescheduled to the January meeting.  I think 
this worked great for the Christmas Party and 
January Meeting had the largest attendance 
in some time. 

We had 5 out of the 9 MOM show up.  I 
considered this a great turn out.  We also 
could have had a MOM but instead Herman 
decided to enter his F-15 as a show and tell.  
So let’s look at the models. 

First up is Herman Burtons P-40.  This is a 
Top Flite 60 size kit.  It is powered by an OS 
.15 gas engine.  Has a three blade prop and 
painted with rattle can paint.  Nice looking 
model. 

 

Next up is Charlie Teixeira’s Twin Otter.  This 
is a scratch built plane from Ivan Pettigrew 
plans.  Twin electrics and monokote covering.  
Very nice looking plane and great flyer. 

 

 

Below is Don Whites Hobby King Ugly Stick. 
As usual Don did a wonderful presentation. 
You can read more about Don’s plane in the 
following article. 

Don said, “This model goes together very 
quickly, my grandson and I opened the box at 
11:00am and flew it by 4:45pm.” 
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Camran’s Dornier Do 27. I believe this is the 
first plane manufactured by Germany after 
WWII.  Observation plane carrying 4-6 
people. 

 

Here they are.  All the planes and the pilots. 

 

Well, Charlie took the grand prize with his 
twin otter. 

Next up was several show and tell.  Fitz 
Walker showed off his 3D printed spitfire.  
This was totally amazing.  He plans to outfit it 
and fly it.  It was a work of art.  He mentioned 
that it took about 20-30 hours to print.  It 
prints in about 5 pieces for the wing and 
several for the fuselage. 

The model is light and strong. 
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I really could not believe the detail and how 
the printer worked. 

 

Herman showed off his Freewing F-15.  The 
model comes with all the lights and tons of 
details.  It looks s to be a nice flyer.  Herman 
added several nice touches like painting the 
intakes and the exhaust. 

 

I think this is Hanks little electric flyer.  I didn’t 
get a lot of information on this but it is a nice 
little model 

 

This is James Lemon’s plane from horizon.  I 
think it is called conversion.  It’s a vertical 
take off and landing and transitions to forward 
flight.  I saw James fly it and it was a hoot.  
Nice flyer.  A little vibration during flight 
transition but James was working on 
smoothing it out. 

 

The JSC RCC held its annual Christmas party 
on December 8th.  The party was well 
attended and I hope everyone had fun.  We 
tried to mix it up a little and have something  
 
MINUTES 

Minutes of 1-12-2017 

Guest 

Mike Severio 
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New business: 

Brian and Mike are trying to get AMA to 
recognize Dave Huffman and designate the 
NASA field as a Historic site.  

Budget is being worked on to present at next 
meeting.  Need to think about a Dues 
increase 

Kahn will work on seeing if it is feasible to get 
internet access at field 

Old Business: 

Iron Mike Swap meet.  The Pavilion is 
reserved.  Jerry will handle Drinks  

War Bird over NASA. Mike will set up 
committee and handle assignments. 

Discussion of Raffle at WB event 

Canopy and stands discussion. We will 
discuss in Feb 

Membership: 

Herman Burton reported 55 members and 
one Jr member.  Discussion about using Pay 
Pal to pay dues as we can now complete 
application and this would make it all 
electronic.  Fitz agreed to look into this. 

Safety: 

2016 was a good year.  Very few accidents 
99% minor and only one require attention 

Treasures report: 

Brian is now the treasurer and he has 
changed all bank records to reflect his name 
and a Co signatory with Jerry   Current 
Balance $4264.08.  Discussion of using PO 
Box for all items including bank Statements. 

Announcement/Show and Tell: 

Herman with new ducked fan Jet 

Fitz with his plane make with 3d printer 

Model of the Year: 

Charlie Teixeira with his Twin Otter 

 

 

WHAT’S UP AROUND THE CLUB 
by Mike Laible 

 
So what is up around the club?  What is 
everybody up to ? 

Russell Shanks sent a note via the Jsc Rcc 
Groupme.  He says: 

“A Successful maiden of 70 mm Freewing 
Rebel 70 from Motion RC. A bit breezy at 13 
mph but the plane handled it well. Pilot is a bit 
shaken though” 

Nice looking model Russ. 

 

Now something from the St. Louis production 
plant.  It seems like the large RC planes are 
slowing down some.  But his granddaughters 
are keeping him busy with plastic models.  
This is one very small-detailed model.  A 
Steerman. 
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Check these two out.  The model had a scale 
tube interior and engine mount. 

 

Nice looking plane. 

 

Decals on and plane complete. 

Now for the Seabrook production plant.  I 
have my hands full for a rebuild and the Top 
Flite GS Corsair. 

Below are the servos and gear doors for the 
Corsair.  Everything works perfectly. 

 

I will finish the Corsair in John Glenn’s color 
scheme with a couple of added details.  I will 
be putting the Friendship 7 logo on the cowl 
and under canopy “In Memory of John Glenn” 

Below are some pictures of the SPAD with 
wings on.  All the refurb work is nearly done 
and I will be putting the covering on about the 
time you read this. 
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2016 MOY 
by Mike Laible 
 

 
 
Charlie Teixeira and his twin otter. 
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Upcoming Events 

3/24 Iron Mike Swap Meet 
4/1 Prop Nuts Flee Market 
4/8 Texas City Warbird 
4/15 Alvin Bug Bird 
4/22 Warbirds over JSC, anysize warbird 
4/29-30 Wings over Apache Pass, Rockdale, 

Texas 
4/29-30 New Waverly Big Bird 
5/5-6 Austin Big Bird 
5/13 Warbirds over Lake Benbrrok 
6/3 Bomber Field, anysize warbird 
6/9-10 Warbirds over Texas, Aubrey 
8/25-27 West Texas Warbirds, Abernathy 
9/29-30 Warbirds over LA, Sulphur 
10/13-14 Space City Fall Warbird, Katy 
10/14 Kingsbury Warbird 
10/27-28 Southeast Texas Warbird, Dayton 
 

Club Officers 
President: 

Mike Laible 281-474-1255(H) 
 713-542-0987 (Cell) 

mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
Vice-President:  

Jerry Litjen 713-253-9887 (Cell) 
Treasurer:  

Brian Campopiano 832-524-9590 (H) 
Secretary:  

Kent Stromberg 281-480-0095(H) 
 281-724-3762(W) 

Committees 
Membership: 

Herman Burton 281-474-7133(H) 
Safety Officer:  

Dave Bacque 281-486-1695(H) 
 

Instructors 
Chief Instructor: 
Tom Altmeyer: 713 591 2859 
Fixed:  
Mike Laible:  713-542-0987 
James Lemon: 832-385-4779 
Herman Burton: 281-474-7133 
Dave Bacque: 832-216-2566 
Fitz Walker  817-797-9192 
 
Heli& Fixed: 
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H) 
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Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to 
the Editor, Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 
To get the newsletter via e-mail go to 
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the 
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have 
subscribed, you will automatically receive a 
confirmation email that you must reply to get 
the newsletter each month.  After you confirm 
you are on the newsletter email list.  If you 
have any questions concerning the web site, 
e-mail Randy Collier at 
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at 
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net 
 

Club Homepage 
 
http://www.jscrcc.com 
 

FOR SALE 
 
 

WANTED 
 
Supported Special Interest Groups: 
SAM Chapter 82, Membership, Don White, 
white1962@sbcglobal.net, 281 883-9159. 
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