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Next Meeting – February 9, 2012, Clear Lake Park Building– 7:00 PM
storage box and in a separate email I will give
the combination. The other improvements
are we added two more hold down blocks
and a wonderful windsock. For your safety
please use these hold down blocks and
IN THE PITS
watch the windsock. Let me say that all
these items would not be possible without the
by Michael Laible
volunteers stepping up. Thanks guys.
As I sit down to write this newsletter for
One other item came up during the January
February, I reflect back on the January
meeting. It seems that last year we ran a
meeting. It was well attended (35-40
deficit which occurred because of field
members). This attendance is indicative of
improvements, specifically the addition of the
the club growth. As the club grows it is more
porta can. Last year, not counting the one
important that we keep all safety rules in
time field striping, we ran a deficit of $200.
mind. Here are some highlights:
This item will be discussed more and will
need to be voted on by July to make it in the
Communicate your intentions to the pilots
by-laws in time for next year. It looks like a
around you
$5-10 dollar a year increase is what would be
needed. In addition, I was told that Texas
Use the hold down blocks (we now have four)
City RC has their dues set up to be January
to January. This isn’t a bad idea, keeps the
Do not run up your engines near an occupied
renewal process separate from the busy
pilot box
holidays.
Make sure you land in between the solid
Speaking of the holidays, this month I will end
white lines.
this article by sharing with you all something I
did over the holidays. It seems my daughter
This is not all the safety rules, just a highlight.
and I have been talking for some time to go
Please refer to the web site for all the club
skydiving. When she came home from
rules.
college, she said all she wants for Christmas
is to go skydiving. Well, two days later I was
You may notice a few improvements at the
taking off in an airplane not to return in it.
field. One is that we have a new storage box.
That was a strange realization.
This new box should keep things dryer than
the old box. A lock has been placed on the
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The two pics below are one of Meghan and
me and the other is all of us stuffed in the
Otter like sardines. Short trip up to 14K ft and
just jump out.

AT THE FIELD
By Kent Stromberg and Mike Laible

The first two weeks of January found the field
full of cars and a bunch of pilots. I must say
that 2012 has started with a bang. It’s nice to
see so many faces hanging out and having
fun.

I have to say it was something else. It
actually felt like someone was holding me by
a string over the earth. Free fall was for 70s
and the canopy flight was 3 minutes. It was
cool.

A shot of the busy flight line

Blaine Valentine doing some charging
This is all for now. Enjoy the rest of the
newsletter. At the February meeting we will
have a talk by Mathew Hart discussing the
NASA Microg Jet project.
As always,
Godspeed and safe landings
Mike L.

Mike Laible with his P-40 coming in for a
landing. Note how much elevator is needed.
I love these pics.
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Russell Shanks with his P-47
Now that is a happy face.
This article is possible by all the happy photo
togs that send me pics. So, if you have those
special shots send them to me with a few
short words and I’ll make it into an article. Of
course I will except completed articles.

JANUARY MEETING
by Michael Laible

Herman trying to figure out what this box is
for.

The January meeting was well attended with
over 30 members. We had a lot of discussion
and two really nice models.

On another Saturday, Don White does a little
fog flying
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Treasurers report, $5551.90 with the current
new dues in at this point
Discussion of Budget Mike put one together
but would like Treasurer to review for
accuracy before any further discussion- Mike
will put info in newsletter.
Dave Bacque mentioned field safety- all
members should review safety rules. No taxi
in pit area
John Hirasaki with his Stearman built from an
Alien laser cut kit.

Fun Fly April 14th
Discussion on canopy we will leave up old
canopy until it needs to be taken down. New
canopy here for install when needed.
Model of the month
Stermman

John Hiraskai

JANUARY MODEL OF MONTH
by Michael Laible

This month’s winner is a Stearman by John
Hirasaki. It is a highly modified kit with all
sorts of extras.
Charlie Teixeira and his Top Flite B-25.

JANUARY MINUTES
by Kent Stromberg

Guests:
Will Sager, Glen Persons, Terry McGregor,
Roger Nyland and Granddaughter of Roger
Samantha Ericson
Discussion of Memo of Understanding - Mike
working on this with NASA
Bruce Hilty picking up new Utility box for
Flying site to replace rusted box. When
replaced Jerry will cart of old box.
Discussion of Weather station at Field

THE B-24 - FINALLY DONE!
The construction of the B-24 Liberator project
we started in August, 2009, has been
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completed! The wings, for which I was
responsible, are finished. The last three
scale items of the wing are now complete,
and with the fuselage Mike Laible built and
also completed, the plane is now ready for
final assembly. The decision was made to
assemble all components and check out all
electronics, pneumatic systems and the glow
drivers for the four engines prior to final
painting. This final checkout/assembly is
scheduled in the near future.
The magic comb all painted, glued and cut.
The finished product

The Fuselage
by Michael Laible

The B-24 is progressing nicely. Before I get
into the bomber pics I wanted to pass on two
tricks.
One is that I made all the gun belts using
common hair combs. Went to the dollar store
and 3 dollars later I had 8 sets of future
ammo belts. I painted all the comb teeth
bronze, glued a strip of paper on the teeth
using RC56 (more pliable than CA), two coats
of glue. Once this glue dried I cut the bullets
to length.

Next up is clearing the rear turret canopy.
The original rear turret was way too small. I
met a modeler at Bomber Field that was
making the same bomber and offered a rear
turret that he made a mold for. When I
received it was cloudy and scratched. I
remember an article I read that mentioned
Future Floor Wax will clear up plastic parts. I
thought com on.
Well once I figured out Future is now Pledge
w/ Future Finish I tried it out. Below see the
wax and container I dipped the canopy in.
You dip completely and hang it to dry.

The magic combs
The pic below is the finished product. This
canopy is an order of magnitude better after
the wax bath.
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The rest of the pics are various details that I
have added.

The side pitot tube

The three main antennas, all hand crafted
View of the cockpit, tough to see with the
canopy installed

The Wing
by Herman Burton

Close up view of the rear turret

The huge Pratt & Whitney radial engines for
this aircraft generated a lot of heat while
running, and on the ground, flaps on the
cowls were opened to allow this heat to
escape. The four fiberglass cowls furnished
with the after-market kit of accessories for the
model had a smooth cowl. Needing sufficient
air flow over the engine both while the model
was on the ground and while flying, the
decision was made to cut out cowl flaps. A
line was drawn on the cowls to show where
the flaps were, and a Dremel tool with a
cutting wheel was used to cut out the flaps.
They were permanently glued into the open
position, and the inside cut was reinforced
with 1-oz. fiberglass cloth, saturated with 30-
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minute epoxy. Automotive Bondo was
applied to imperfections on the outside, and
sanded smooth. The picture below shows
engine #3 with the cowl in place, flaps flared.

The main landing gear on the full size plane
extended nearly one foot below the surface
contour of the bottom sheeting of the wing
when fully retracted. To assist with reducing
air turbulence over the retracted gear, a
sheet-metal fairing was installed behind the
main gear. This transition provided a much
smoother flow of air over the main gear
wheels during flight. The photograph below
shows the scale fairing, one in the rough,
uncut block of balsa, and the final, carved
and fiber glassed fairing.

The Collings Foundation has one of the few
remaining B-24s left in the world. Several
years ago this plane, painted in the
“Witchcraft” markings, was at Ellington Field
for a short stopover. Mike and I went out to
Ellington and took many digital photographs
to assist us with knowing more about the
scale features of the B-24. Since I was
building the wing, I concentrated on the wings
of the plane. One of my pictures showed
very clearly the turbo supercharger, plus a
cast iron exhaust manifold from the radial
engine to the turbo. The cast iron manifold,
plus the turbo, had a heavy coat of rust.
After I had cut out the facsimile plastic turbos,
I was perplexed about how to replicate a
heavy coat of rust. Plus, what would I use to
replicate the cast iron pipe from the engine
back to the turbo, which is located aft of the
engine toward the end of the nacelle?
After much head scratching, it seemed the
easiest solution was to split a piece of small
diameter aluminum pipe, and lay that on the
nacelle from the engine cowl to the turbo, to
replicate the part of the exhaust manifold that
showed above the engine nacelle. Hopefully,
the concept of “rust” painting would
eventually come to me. Finally, it did, and the
results are quite satisfactory. The figure
below shows the turbo supercharger on the
bottom of the engine nacelle, plus the

All piston engines that operated above
20,000 feet during World War II required a
turbo super charger to pump sufficient air into
the engines so they would operate efficiently
at high altitudes. To make this model as
accurate as possible, turbo superchargers
were installed for each engine. These parts
were furnished with the accessory kit, and
consisted of light weight white-colored ABS
plastic, vacuum formed.
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exhaust manifold. To the right of the

With just a little practice, you will have a
heavy rust look to your painted surface.
And so, with these scale features of the wing
complete, my building odyssey for this 146.3”
wingspan bird is finally done. Now, it’s off to
the paint shop for panel lines, rivets, and final
coat of paint for “HOMEWARD ANGEL”, the
name decided on for this World War II heavy
bomber.

turbo in the photograph can be seen the main
landing gear wheel well, plus the fairing
described earlier. The main gear wheel was
left off to more clearly show the fairing.
Here is a description of how to give the
appearance of a heavy coat of rust on a
model’s exhaust manifold and turbo
supercharger. First, prime the parts so they
are both the same color. I used automotive
primer, gray colored. Then, use Rustoleum
spray paint of light copper-colored metallic
paint, brass metallic paint, and finally dark
burnt orange Rusty Metal Primer. Apply a
very light coat of copper metallic, then a light
coat of brass metallic, and finally a slightly
heavier coat of Rusty Metal Primer, just
enough to cover all the primer paint. Each of
these coats should be applied with the can
about 15” away from the material to be
painted. You want the paint to be almost dry
when it hits the surface being painted, so that
you wind up with visible “bumps” (= “rust”).
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Upcoming Events
Mar 24
Mar 31
April 7
Apr 21-22
Apr 28-29

Rosenburg Swap Meet & Fun Fly
Alvin Big Bird
Texas City Big Bird
Prop Nuts Swap Meet & Fun Fly
New Waverly Big Bird
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Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to
the Editor, Mike Laible at
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net
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President:
Mike Laible

281-474-1255(H)
281-226-4192 (W)
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net
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281-333-1125 (H)
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Dave Hoffman
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Kent Stromberg

281-479-1945(W)
832-689-620(Cell)

281-480-0095(H)
281-724-3762(W)

To get the newsletter via e-mail go to
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the
"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have
subscribed, you will automatically receive a
confirmation email that you must reply to get
the newsletter each month. After you confirm
you are on the newsletter email list. If you
have any questions concerning the web site,
e-mail Randy Collier at
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net

Club Homepage
http://www.jscrcc.com

Membership Committee
Herman Burton

281-474-7133(H)

Safety Officer:
Dave Bacque

281-486-1695(H)

Instructors
Chief Instructor:
Dave Hoffman:
Fixed:
Mike Laible:

281-479-1945 (W)
832-689-6201 (Cell)

James Lemon:
Clay Bare:
Herman Burton:
Mike McGraw

281-474-1255(H)
281-226-4192 (W)
832-385-4779
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281-474-7133
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Brian Campiano:

832-524-9590 (H)
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