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Next Meeting – January 9th, 2020, Clear Lake Park Building– 7:00 PM
April 25, 2020. I’ll talk more about these as
the time gets closer.

IN THE PITS
by Mike Laible

First, I hope everyone is having a great time
during this time of rest and reflection. I am
currently writing this article in St. Louis while
visiting my sister and nieces and finishing up
after News Year. My niece just had her
second child, so small and new to this world.
So strange – new beginnings for my niece
and I am thinking of retirement. Let’s see
what 2020 has in store.
2019 seemed to fly by. It was a good year for
JSCRCC. I was thinking what happened to
2019, seemed like just yesterday was the first
of the year.” Well, then I started looking
through the newsletters and MOM pics for
MOY. Low and behold, a lot has happened.
We had a lot of nice models in 2019. I have
listed all the MOM in a following section. So,
if you won MOM in 2019 please bring your
plane and tell us about it. We had a
successful swap meet and an outstanding
warbird event. The club seems to be
healthy and at the same time we also lost
some valued friends.
The beginning of the year is a busy time for
JSC RC. We have the swap meet on March
21, 2020 and then Warbirds Over JSC on

Finally, I am almost finished with the Top Flite
P-40. Since this picture I added weathering
and ready for clear coat. This is the last
model my Dad was working on. The model is
exact scale of a model that flew at
Guadalcanal in 1943, 68th FS, 347th FG. The
plane was named “Joan”. I took the liberty to
name it “Big Bob” after my Dad. It’s the Top
Flite 60 size. I got him this plane for 2015
Christmas. He worked on it until his passing.
I am looking forward to completing the model
and it will fly in 2020.

Remember - Never stop building, never stop
flying.
Godspeed and safe landings,
Mike L.
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DECEMBER CHRISTMAS PARTY
by Mike Laible

The 2019 Christmas party has come and
gone. I just want to thank everyone that
helped out, Rex, Brian, Jerry, Charlie, and
everyone that showed up. The party was a
huge success because of everyones help.
THANKS A BUNCH.
I met some old and new faces at the party. It
was so nice seeing everyone and once again,
the ornament exchange was a lot of fun. I
have included some pics of the night.
The White’s, Teixeira’s, and Gaudiano’s
socializing during dinner.

The layout of the table and food.
Kent talking to Keith and Evgeny.

The ornament exchange and door prizes.

Rex and wife, an old member Lewis Flores,
and some new members.
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Jerry laughing at Walts shanagins.

Walt giving a thumbs up for the party.

Jerry and I getting a chance to eat dinner.
We were still discussing how many ornament
steels we are allowing!

Fitz, Kent, and Keith talking about what, oh,
lets see – airplanes!!!!

Joe (yes, this is his sweetheart next to him)
and Bill having some fune. The Litjen boys
are photo bombing.
Our esteemed VP calling out the next gift
number.
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MODEL OF YEAR
by Mike Laible

Keith and Evgeny enjoying themselves with
the better halves.
I want to end with a very special story. Bill
Schwander was asking me all night, “I need a
few minutes to talk about something”. Told
him sure. He got up and had some
ornaments to hand out. He gave out three
special gifts, his hand made ornaments. I
have Bills hand made Cub hanging on the
tree! Thanks Bill, this touched me dearly. He
also gave Fitz (P51) and Don an ornament.

As usual, the January meeting is the Model of
the Year award. This award is presented to
the best of the 2019 Model of the Month
winners. This award is voted by the members
present at the January meeting. Below is the
list for 2019 MOY awards. I must say, what a
bunch of nice-looking models were presented
in 2019. NICE!!!! The models must meet
three criteria – 1) won MOM in 2019, 2) has
flown, and 3) still flyable. The prizes will be
$100 for 1st , $50 for 2nd , and $25 for 3rd. So
come on out and see the models of your
fellow members and cast a vote.
Of course, the Model of the Month award is
still valid for January, so if you got something
for Christmas bring it and show it off. Be the
first to show your model in 2020.

February – Keith
Fontenot with his Hanger 9 Corsair.

April – Charlie
Teixeira and his Stearman

The R/C Flyer - Page 4

May – Camran
Khan and his Valiant.

November - Fitz
Walker and his Moustache Molders Beaver
See ya at the meeting

WHATS UP AROUND THE CLUB
by Mike Laible

June – Mike Laible
and his Top Flite P-51.

I missed the Space center Pearl Harbor day.
I was all packed up ready to go and just
wasn’t feeling it. I find that it is a good time to
change plans when I am not feeling it, so to
the field with my trusty F86.
However, below is two pics sent in from the
JSCRCC roaming reporter, Walt (PS, he also
is a rock star, oh wait we have two rock stars
in the club. Who is the other?)

July – Charlie
Teixeira and his Hanger 9 Ultra Stick.

September – Ken
White and his electric twin stick.

October – Blaine
Valentine and his E-Flite Aerobat Cessna.

What a nice pic.
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Field trip from Fitz
Over the Christmas holiday I was in
Pennsylvania for a graduation. With some
unexpectedly
extra time on
my hands, the
wife and I
decided to
make the three
hour drive into the DC area to visit the Steven
F. Udvar-Hazy annex to the Smithsonian
National Air and Space Museum. I figured
this would be my only chance to visit in the
foreseeable future, plus my rental car has
unlimited miles and a pretty nice cruise
control. After a scenic drive through the
Pennsylvania and Virginia country side, I was
welcomed to a large, actually very-large,
quonset hut-like building almost directly under
the final approach into Dulles airport.

I was a little skeptical about venturing out to
the place, but any apprehension was quickly
abated as soon as I stepped through the
doors. No it wasn’t just the free entry. The
place is quite huge and absolutely packed
floor to ceiling with various aircraft from preWWI to modern jet fighters. The entire
collection is pretty amazing and is a must visit
to any aircraft fan. Of particular note are
some extremely rare German and Japanese
WWII aircraft, and an impressive collection of
oddball rotary craft. There is also a very nice
display of the Shuttle discovery with lots of

other assorted NASA vehicles. You can also
look into the restoration hangar to see other
works in progress.

Lastly, I had two interesting personal
encounters while there. Just as I walked in, I
noticed a rather elderly gentleman in a
wheelchair wearing a service cap. When I
asked him if he was a war vet, he replied that
he flew P-47s in the war! He told me he was
being shipped to Japan to support the
planned invasion when the atom bomb was
dropped.

The second encounter was much more close
to home. Former astronaut Thomas Jones
was there with a table setup autographing his
latest book. Tom was a guest speaker to the
JSC RC club back in 2011 to talk to us about
his book “Hell Hawks!” (which I have a signed
copy). He lives in the DC area now, but
remembers visiting the club. Talk about a
small world. Oh, and he says “Hi” the Charlie
Teixeira…
Fitz Walker
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Lone Star Flight Museum
The club had another indoor flight event at
LSFM. Unfortunately, I had to miss this event
because of travel, but from the sounds of it
everyone enjoyed themselves. Russ also
sent in a youtube –
https://youtu.be/eM4t8iaUlqY

Joe showing off his mini DC3.

Well, time to go. Let me leave you with this
thought. We are going to hear a lot about
FAA stuff in the next months. Below is how I
feel.
A busy charging table.

The air force.
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Upcoming Events
3/21
4/25

Iron Mike Swap Meet
Warbirds over JSC

Club Officers
President:
Mike Laible

281-474-1255(H)
713-542-0987 (Cell)
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net

Vice-President:
Jerry Litjen
713-253-9887 (Cell)
Treasurer:
Brian Campopiano 832-524-9590 (H)
Secretary:
Kent Stromberg
281-480-0095(H)
281-724-3762(W)

"Subscribe to Newsletter". Once you have
subscribed, you will automatically receive a
confirmation email that you must reply to get
the newsletter each month. After you confirm
you are on the newsletter email list. If you
have any questions concerning the web site,
e-mail Randy Collier at
webmaster@jscrcc.com or Mike Laible at
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net

Club Homepage
http://www.jscrcc.com

Committees
Membership:
Charlie Teixeira
Safety Officer:
Joe Schmidt

281-642-4557(Cell)
281-300-1211(Cell)

Instructors
Chief Instructor:
Tom Altmeyer:
Fixed:
Mike Laible:
James Lemon:
Fitz Walker
Larry Ammons
Gary Wilkerson

713 591 2859
713-542-0987
832-385-4779
817-797-9192
832-385-3374

Heli& Fixed:
Brian Campopiano: 832-524-9590 (H)
Russell Bear:
281-757-3251

The R/C Flyer
Articles and Want Ads may be submitted to
the Editor, Mike Laible at
mrlaible@sbcglobal.net
To get the newsletter via e-mail go to
http://www.jscrcc.com/ and click on the
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FOR SALE
WANTED

